
ARAB ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTIVITY 
STARTS WITH JORDAN, EGYPT 
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A FIVE MILLION dinars French TV pro- workers. All participants and staff will sqm free zone land in Wadi Rum which 

jcctat Wadi Rum, to be completed with- stay in Aqaba hotels and fly on Royal will be ready after 3 to 4 weeks, 

in the next four weeks, is expected to Jordanian airlines,” said Mermet. Mennet is satisfied with the coopera- 


market Jordan all over Europe and con- 
tribute to its economy. 

"The project oF the Desert Forges 


The idea of the show was Pierre tion and the kindness lie receives from 
Sportolaro's, French game show creator. Wadi Rum locals and officials. “They are 
"l came up with this idea 8 years ago very cooperative. They were really cnri- 


sliovv will present Jordans magnificent because of my passion for the desert. I ous at first, however they are excited g ] asses ofmint tea to rravelens. 

tourist sites, especially Wiidi Rum was looking for a place to blend with about the project that will have good Manvveirsaco convovsof- 

where the project is located, " said 'the adventure. I visited a number of return on their income.’’ ... y ' 


Hie story goes as follows: streets are alive with passers by in a laige village on tfieedj* 
of VAfedi Rum desert. The architecture is very old, the narrow back-streets pralr 
cool shade for the merchants selling fruits, vegetables, bread, water and embtanaa 


Denis Mermet, General Manager of deserts hut Jordan was the place that 


■Desert Forges Production Company. srmck my passion and Wadi Rum was where the construction will take place. 1 

"Sweden, Denmark, Norway. Canada, the spot." drew a white lined square to simulate 

Fiance and a special ^ the P' ace - 1 sat ' n the 


"Sweden, Denmark, Norway. Canada, the spot. 
France and a special 
program for Jordan will m - 

take part in die show. * C f A*M * 
Tire shooting will last L^f f f j 
for 5-months .and the ** 

rest of the year, the _ 
palace wifi be opened I4 J f /) 

fur tourists." he added. 

According to the t 

developers of the pro- 
jeet, once the shaW is 

popular, so will he. the tAI/vv t'C 
fort attracting tourists 

to visit it in large quail- »^*****»*^— 
titles. When 


‘Eighty million 
Europeans are 
expected to view it’ 


eer mat win nave good Many yp ars ag0t convoys of adventurous people used to get ready in tlw village, betre 
income. setting off. in search of the Palace and its precious metal mines. 

1 year ago w 11 eci et Qn s | 1QWi four contestants. 2 men and 2 women, of an adventure game stop offs 
miction will take place. 1. , . . . . T7 

inecl square to simulate 1 ie same s * 3or ' tu recewe owwnantls from their masters, before foraying Into desert, 
the place I sat in the A j ee P w ’ t * 1 two P resenters P^ 5 nearby a small num.id lent pitdied straight silo the 
center of the square, eartl1 sand ' w ' KTe tlic contestants are waiting inside. Tliey do not know eadi tfto 

admiring the surround- and ' wve never mct before, on which they swear the oath, 

ing beauty of Wadi Rum, Tlie two presenters sit beside them on a carpet inside the tent and a man saws ^ 

at the same time worry- mint Tea. While Itaving the mint ten, the contestants introduce themselves and oneofibe 
ing about my story's presenters starts with tire awaited mysterious Journey. 

effect on the Bedouin’s The presenter marks a dot In the sand and draws four vertical lines radiating out fitm 
privacy in Wadi Rum as it. During that, he explains tlw drawing: ‘let me remind you of die aim ofyourjounvi 
they have been living for Here in the center is the Palace and around it are four paths diat lead to it Anxxdngte 

centuries in tents; a tradition, only one couple can enter the Palace to pursue the adventure. Hie woman* 

Bedouin approached me be taken to die far end of one path, while the two women will be taken to the fereni 
and joined me in my t j ie 0 pposire path, 10 km away from your companions. At diat point, you wH sertthe 
a miration. I asked him due[s , ^ ^ women wreils enc]l ot | ier ai1l ] die san]e with die two men. 

1 ■ j 1 1C | HCe 1 W0U The Winers of each path will join up to continue the adventure In die heart 

said as long as there are ,. 

many tourists then it is oneofthe presenters prudently adds, "die saying here goes that the first tea ytw** 
-.nninm, •>« is as bitter ns life." 


tw™ ' a,Se q “ an When Pierre presented the project to affect him, l.e aid es'long'^here 0 "^ ™ e , wi " neni ° rK,ch pmh *™" ‘° in ,,p t0 con,i, " ffi "* 

The 90 minutes Desert Forges pro- Mermet, the latter immediately had the jobs for us and many tourists then it is tece ' .... • . „ 

grain is a family targeted show. It is a ' same “remarkable feeling” as what lie perfect.” One of Hie presenters prudently adds, “die saying here goes that the nr* ra r* 

challenging and adventurous show frit at the time of the Foi l Boyarcl pro- Modem technology such as visible is as bltter as fife." • ^iresasait* 

where 4 contestants participate in. Each ject presentation. contestants' and the cerebral Alpha Afterwards, the oriicr presenter welcomes a desert man whom he introduces 

couple will compete each other till they “The new idea has the same spirit of waves in the ‘Pyramid of the Mind' se nger from the Misiress of die Palace. The messenger hands him a copper W 


the ‘Pyramid of the Mind' sen S er h 


reach a stage on which one from each adventure, a magnificent and mythical stage will be shown in the game. parchment on it. • t 

couple wins will move to the more chal- shooting location, the same production “We have 9 cameramen, the camera The presenter takes the parchment and carries on talking to the 4 contestants 

constraints and the same guarantees of crew should move really quickly to fob nersofeach path will continue the adventure inside die Palace together . 

a real life adventurg." said Mermet. low the contestants, instant editing will ing the falaceyou will meet 0 shephard at the end of the path who will questto fl y DU 

He did not hesitate to -approach the be done. The contestants should be ath- he stops and unrolls die parchment then lie continues saying, the three letwsj*®. 


lenging games in die Palace. 

“80 million Europeans are expected 
to view it. Also, on December 18, 1999, 


France will broadcast the show every Jordanian authorities with the project, letlc and have a high perception. All to give yon will help you. Do not forget them, die letters are Y, R and T 


s at.^ay on their m prime time on to find them enthusiastic. imported equipment and materials are The presenter bums the parchment, enures his drawing then puts two 

7 .? * m ' lhon VKWers "* •'.">« Aqel Brltq),. Minister of exempted from customs tax. which will Heintifci«neoftew^l.t«n,«««ltiw^TTI««#i^^ 

watch, sard Mermet. Tourism and Antiquities and told him not be re-exported, and after 10 years bvoneorthe men mads "East" ! " . V-. 

This project has invested large about the project, 'lie immediotely intro- everything will belong to Iordan • «, . . _ . nn u* caer. . r ' 

amounts of capital in Whdl Rum and duced me to H.M. King Abdullah who Television." said Jean Louis, Production ? e women will pompeie on the South padj land die . 

Aqaba, local workers nnd Aqaba crafts- was Prince at that time, who eagerly Manager. Hie presenter invites the* contestants and 


to find them enthusiastic. 


The presenter bums the parchment, erases his drawing then 


en are hired. welcomed the idea. King Abdullah put Desert Forges Production Company * nt0 j“P and set off their challenging experience. ' 

“More than S2 million dollars are the cornerstone on November 10, held a reception on Sunday at the site Desert Forges Palace project is a French production. A feA 

vested by Desert Forges Production 1998." of the palace for the mayor of Aqaba : 


ffi W\JE$TY KING Abdullah and Egyptian 
President Hussni Mubarak yesterday discussed 
Palestinian National Authority’s plains ro 
Iwdarea state come May 4, and other issues on 
its sidelines of the project linking the two conn- 
ires' electrical grids. 

Ejn^nian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa u»ld 
press that yesterday's talks in Taba, Egypt 
viuld be nanowed down to four main issues 
<uitiilg with the Peace Process “in all irs aspects 
.fpetially those concerning what is going on in 
Wesdne." 

Secondly, “we discussed bilateral issues 
een Egypt and Jordan," said Moussa, “espe- 
otSy from the angle of creating free trade 
iftoeen the too countries which lias been dis- 
in the past." He also stressed on the 
importance of rejuvenating the activities of the 
■iini committees. 

Hie last two issues addressed were Arab-Arab 
rdadons and “tomorrows meeting of the Arab 
togue," said Moussa. Foreign Minister Abdul 
tti Khatib left back to Egypt with President 
torni Mobarak after the inauguration of the I 
Nsnian grid yesterday, to attend that meeting. 
After the meetings, Khatib and Moussa 
CTttsed that the two countries will not leave the 
^stinians deal with Israel alone. 

'Jordan and Egypt” said Khatib, “will stand 
Wiindthe Palestinians in their next negotiations 
»iih Israel," whereas Moussa slammed Israel For 
l|ft fpng on signed agreements describing the | 
ttion as "vile and manipulative." 

According to Khatib, an upcoming Saturday 
‘reeling between the two countries and the PNA 
^consist of “an evaluation of their recent talks 
indifferent countries "especially, regarding the 
Nsration of an independent Palestinian State. 

flatib was referring ■ to talks Palestinian 
Indent Yasser Arafat has been holding with 
^ ■ European and other foreign leaders seek- 
I 8 ? 3 recognition of the state when it is declared. 
[.Wussa, on the other hand, charged Israel oF| 
nonchalant about the peace process. He 
|T fi | , .P*i to "call on the Palestinians to get to 
I’Mr rights," 

.describing Jerusalem as “one of the 

M EQVPmmant' Ifn ricrhrfl.l 


invested by Desert Forges Production 1998." of the palace for i 

Company. We have 60 to 80 local work- On May 12, the internal shooting will and other officials, 
ers firom Wadi Rum and craftsmen from take place in the 2,500 sqm ancient 

Aqaba besides the 10 to 20 French Palace that Is constructed pn a 1 10,000 hi/.R 


flcials, • of thecontestantSi; • > v '7'.;’ 

VSfedl Rum was chcseo because of its diversely colored .landscape. 
by SAMAR HIJJAWI ^ d ^ ne5, inserts. Renders this Jordanian spot ^cli^r 

ous beautiful place -S.H. “ ' • 


ibraefi government should return to its rightful 

I’^fliers.’ 1 

t0 press Questions regarding the 
•Tj Cns 's with Israel Khatib reiterated that 
S: r s,a i ,d is the implementation of the articles 
| in the peace treaty as safely and honest 
ly as possible." 

- • i in 


A POWER SHARING project promis- n 
ing to bring about billions of dol- r; 
lars in savings to Jordan, Egypt, ri 
Syria, Lebanon. Turkey, and even u 
isolated Iraq was launched yester- 
day by His Majesty King Abdullah j, 
and President llusni Mubarak nf v 

Egypt- - 

“ File project ilint cost S600 mil- t 
linn doll.irs to create and S800 mil- , 
lion to operate is expected to save ( 
tlu* countries involved 1 billion dol- | 
lars of energy in ten years and 
almost another 2 billion dollars in 
new investments that will not be 
needed any longer,” said a 
Jordanian official under condition 
of anonymity. 

The official who declined to 
divulge expected savings for Jordan 
alone, however, told the Arab Daily 
that one electrical plant that jnidan 
was going to set up has been 
deferred for another five years 
result ofimplementing this project 
stage the project Is 
going to be expanded into North 
Africa which will eventually be elec- 
trically linked to Europe 
The Electrical Power System 
interconnection between the two 
countries called for an opening eer- 
In both Aqaba sea resort In 
resort in 


Egypt- 

After arriving from Tbba, King 
Abdullah and Mubarak attended 
the second ceremony of the . day 
| which took place at the Jordanian 
electric grid started with versus 
from the Holy Quran read to honor 
the late King Hussein and recog 
nize his contribution to the pro 


Symbolic presents were present- 
ed to the patrons following a 
speech by, Jordanian Minister of 
Energy and Mineral, respurces. 

Sufelman Abu Aleim- 

The King and Mubarak then 
reviewed the plans of the urtdersea 


network, unveiled the commemo- 
rative plate ol the project, cut the 
ribbon, then proceeded to switch 
on the Jordauian-Egyptian Grid. 

The electrical grid cost the 
Jordanian side 80 million dollars 
while rlie Egyptian side incurred 
S 194 million bringing the total cost 
of the project between the two 
countries aluiie to S229 million 
financed by the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development. 

AFESU is hilly financing Electrical 
Interconnection between Arab 
states. 

Earlier, the two leaders inaugu- 
rated the grid on the Egyptian side. 

“In an initial phase Egypt and 
Jordan will be able to share 130 
megawatts worth of electricity 


which will be increased to 350 
megawatts once other covin tries 
are linked to the power slid,” said 
Egyptian Electricity Minister Maher 
Abaza at the ceremony. 

The Joidnni.in 400 kV and 
Egyptian is at 500k V electrical net- 
work .ire connected by four single 
core submarines (cables), ejcli 13 
Kilometers long, laid across the 
Gulf of Aqaba, which lies in 
between the two countries, at a 
depth of up to 850m underwater. 

Two fiber optic cables have been 
installed to communicate signals 
between the two grids which can 
be upgraded lor lelecomimini ca- 
tion purposes in the future. 

"This project presents a chance 
in encouraging future projects 


between the two countries." said 
Amr Moussa, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister. “It forms the infrastruc- 
ture of the countries* support of 
each other in future business pro- 
jects." 

He went further mi wh.it the pro- 
ject represents saying "we hope io 
find other similar projects so that 
we can complete full merging ol 
the economies ol Egypt *»td 
Jordan.” 

According to a brochure distrib- 
uted at the cere monies, the pmjeci 
is aimed at reducing costs, increas- 
ing power as well as being the 
most effective wny to rein force 
economic and social ties among 
Arabs. 

by SERENE SERHAN 





King Abdullah and Egypt President Hussni Mubarak inaugurating the inter- 
connectivity electrical project between the tvro_cc.untr.es, yesterday 
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KING TO VISIT SYRIA 
AS PART OF ARAB TOUM 


MARCH 17, 1999 




L*J i* I i HTl'Tm I P 


TABA (AFP) — King Abdullah will 
visit Syria for the first time since he 
ascended the throne as part of an 
official Arab tour, a senior 
Jordanian official told reporters in 
this Red Sea resort. 

The official gave no date for the 
visit but said it would take place 
very soon and would take in Arab 
Gulf countries. 

"King Abdullah will visit Syria as 
part of an Arab tour." the Jordanian 
official who declined to be named, 
said after talks here between King 
Abdullah and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Mussa also told reporters that 
there will be "a Jordanian visit to 
Syria soon" as part of efforts to 
strengthen Arab ranks and turn a 
new page in their strained rela- 
tions. 

"President Mubarak and King 
Abdullah discussed bilateral issue's, 
the peace process and all the Arab- 
Arab conflicts and agreed to step 


up efforts to resolve all Arab differ- 
ences," Mussa said. 

"In that context there will be a 
forthcoming Jordanian visit to 
Syria. Everyone will start a new 
page" in their relations, he said. 
Syria’s relations with Jordan deteri- 
orated after the late King Hussein, 
signed a separate peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994. 

But Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad made a surprise trip to 

Jordan to attend King Hussein’s 
funeral last month. Assad’s son and 
heir apparent, Bashar, also visited 
King Abdullah last week to present 
his condolences. 

President Mubarak and King 
Abduilah met in Taba after inaugu- 
rating an undersea link-up of their 
electricity grids, laying the corner- 
stone of an unprecedented inter- 
continental network that excludes 
Israel and Iraq. 



Preiidanl Hoail Mubarak welcomos His Mafuly King Abdullah al Taba Tuesday, 
where Ihe two bald talks. King Abdullah will visit Syrian Prssldent Halei Al 
Assad as pari of an Arab Tour — Phola By Osama Abu-Ghanlm 


After getting death sentence 

JAGHAMIN TO STAND 
TRIAL FOR OTHER CRIMES 


MOHAMMAD JAGHAMIN. who 
was sentenced to death yes- 
terday after being found 
guilty of twelve crimes in the 
Rabia and Shmeisani murders, 
still has to go to trial for 
another crime; his escape 
attempt on February 1 7th 
during, which he took the 
lives of two police- officers 
and that of his accomplice^ 
Abdullah Kisswani, bringing 
the total number of his vic- 
tims to fifteen. 

"The failed escape attempt 
is a separate issue that will be 
dealt with at the State 
Security court." said a military 
official who asked not to be 
named. 

Jaghamin was tried by a mil- 
itary court. 

The case involves 
Mohammad and hi$ sister 
Sana', who was his partner in 
the escape attempt, When she 
managed to sneak to court a 



7mm pistol, which in turn 
Mohammad used in the 
shootout. 

The source said the court 
considers Sana' a main accom- 
plice In the escape attempt, 
and thus, might stand to face 
the death penalty. 

Both she and her brother 
will stand in the State 
Security Court for a Joint trial 
that will hear the testimonies ' 
of a key eyewitness, whose 
identity has never been 
revealed, now giving a new 
twist to the case. 

The eyewitness, according 
to the military source is a 
police officer .who survived 
the shootout in the escape 
attempt. He was one of three 
officers who accompanied 
Jaghamin From Swaqa prison 
to the court,, and were to 

tra ns fei him back to prison The officer, according to the der of his two colleagues 
when the incident occurred, source, had jumped from the Since February 17th until 

The Arab Daily prefers not to speeding vehicle after wtt-. this day the officer has been 





lying in hospital, still suffer- 
ing the trauma of the inti- 
dent. He is unable to utter a 
word. 

"We are relying on him [the 
officer] for the testimony, and 
we hope he will be uble to 
speak by then," said the mili- 
tary source, adding ilini 
whether he will be able to 
stand in court and testify 
remains uncertain. 

"It would be most unfortu- 
nate if his medical condition 
does not allow him to be sum- 
moned to court," said the 
source since his testimony is 
of great Importance In the 
case. 

The date of the trial has not 
been decided yet, but in the 
meantime, If proven guilty 
Saha’ will be the first woman 
in the Kingdom to face the 
supreme penalty. 


by NOUR A WAZANf 

v . - Crime Reporter 
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KING TO 
VISIT 
JPA 
TODAY 

HIS M^ESIV KINS Ahhkiil* 
meet today with mattes ! - :i 
Higher Council of ihejetdafts 
Press Association. 

Tlse meeting wasdteWfs 

Monday but was pospenedfe 
to King Abdullah's uisd*® 
with Egypt's Prato. *■ 
Mubtirk. 

Lost week Prime l*«® 
Abdur-Ra'tif Rawabddi sW* 5 
die association's head^H® 8 
a visit described I? lief® 

tion's President, SaffSbaf*® 

first ofits bind byaprto®® 

During their meeting i® 
Rnwabdeh, members 
cintion voiced opW® * 
change' in - ■te'j’®-, 
Publications Law 


^■Queen Noor iHter met with 
^representatives of the 

■Journey . Around the World _ 

■Ware currently on a tour Har Ma i sl |y Quaaa Noor llftaai groatl membari of tha 

.edited "the Hopeful Smile jiatloaol Orgaaixalloa of Co-Ixlstenca aad Juallca, "Hopaful 

:» ■ smile," who havo chaaged tha live* ol ovor 48/100 chlldraa 

He group has toured ten a(rou (ha g | obe _ Petra Photo 

L"rted 0 surg e er7on two to the heart of the late King, the kind of work he was ded- burns and other facial defor- 
thousand children since they The Queen said she will icated to" said Queen Moot, nuties. 

lefl New York In February. name a foundation after the referring to the late krng ^ eHopel .“' S "'' 1 ' J „ 

Daring the meeting, the late King this week, at the Hussein. c " „ , e wor d sf„c. 

Queen raid the group that end of 40 days of official The group travels the ' "” ld _ i"e 

her future role would focus mourning. "He Is smiling at world to operate on children «> 

on humanitarian issues close you because you are doing with cleft lips, and palates, Arab Daily. 



SHARON CALLS FOR FMS OF 
UNDERSTANDING OVER 
WATER SHORTAGE ISSUE MB£T 

dgeacics — Foreign Minister Ariel Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Suren said Tuesday that a region-wide Netanyahu called on Jordan on Monday | » JUk AM A B| 

draught has left Israel with no choice to accept an "amicable solution to the ■ 

butio reduce the amount of water it dispute. AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan and Egypt’s 

ua deliver to neighboring Jordan and Meanwhile. Israel Is sending a water . , , ... 

wiled for understanding. expert to JoMan on Wednesday in the foreign ministers and the chief 

■Our neighbors must understand that face of increasing anger in Amman over p a | e stlman negotiator with Israel will 
•ten there is a shortage, the shortage a drastic cutback in Isnrel's s upply of ^ {n Ammm „„ Saturda y to discuss 

must be divided." Sharon told water to its eastern neighbor, a report 

""said Tuesday. the Middle East peace process, a 

iighbors must -nuHsmeUYedlot Jorda[iian ofridl | said Tuesday. 

tand that when Jordan's Abdul llah Khatlb, Egypt’s 

s a chartase the hoped tp meet with Amr Mussa and the Palestinians' Saeb 

I Ua his Jordanian coun- Ere [. at: w ||| "coordinate their efforts' to 

ge also must be tenets td .work BreitaiWM „ 

’ out a solution to support the Palestinians before 

I the problem. : Palestinian President Yasser' Arafat’s 

meeting with US President Bl, I Clinton 

rrtance to cut Jordan's water .supply by 60 per , at White House on March 23. ■ 

m sure we cent. . ■ ' The decision to call the three-way 

ign minis ' «***.»» ** **«. * 
undaythat Jordan with 55.mllllon cubic meters of to Amman on March lO bjf Araftt and 
an the 50 WBter pet year. .Amman has said that ^ accon)pany | ng top .|evel Palestinian 

Trrundet .'^^^"are'racrng -a- watif • delegation duringwh(ch they met King 

■shortage because oiF low falnfall. i ,' ■ Abdullah and other Jordanian leaders. 


THE EGYPT-JORDAN electrical link-up could be a sign 
that Arabs may eventually wise-up to their history and 
present and start looking to each other for a practical 
future. 

After living with decades of hope for nature to prevail 
bringing about Arab unity, the failure or ideologies, 
charismatic regimes and Pan-Arab poetry should have 
burst our bubble by now. 

About time after the Europeans, who are not a nation, 
nor do they have the same language or culture, managed 
to create a union born from the need for economical 
practicality, versus an idea that may never materialize. 

Jordan and Egypt are already better off and so will be 
Syria. Lebanon, Iraq when it’s ordeal is over. North 
African countries and Turkey, which is not even Arab. 

The project linking the countries electrically does not 
touch on the ego or security of either regime, and is only 
political in the sense that Jordanians and Egyptians will 
be served by it. 

In spirit of the Aqaba-Taba ceremonies of yesterday, 
ihe best league the Arabs could come up with now, is a 
committee that would study the possibility for joint 
infrastructure projects that would serve all parties 
involved. If it evolves into a body that can implement 
such projects, Arabs can call it the Arab League: an orga- 
nization that would make a difference for a change and 
a power that would have leverage to end all Arab dis- 
putes amicably. 

Meanwhile, congratulations to the two states which 
have managed to make a fraction of our dreams come 
true. 


porters. “We are" " Z said ' niesday ‘ 

i» a tmMe Our neighbors must Thelsrpell Yedlot 

^problem !*; un derstand that when “KI iSE 

my «n „ U5 prob- there is a shortage, the ^ " n h 

'We already cut shortage also must be terparts td. rWork 

■IT percent of the J- out a solutlph to 
water In Israel," he a,v,aea the problem. 

M,d - 1 am afraid tliat we are going to . Joraan reacUJ with angef Monday 
tB reore... in order to survive here: when the Israelis unilaterally decided to 

We pay tremendous importance to cut Jordan’s water-supply by per 
011 relations with Jordan. I am sure we cent. 

End a solution,” the foreign minis- Under Israel's 1994 peace agreement 
1,1 added. with Jordan, Israel Is obliged to supply 

'»«! Informed Jordan on Sunday that Jordan with 55 mllllon cubic meters of 
- Planned to deliver lesa'than the 50 WBter per year. .Amman has said that 
cubic meters of water it, con- level must not be reduced. t : . > , 

to supply Jordan this year under , Both countries are facing * ■ r , 

"relf 1994 peace treaty. shortage because of loW rainfall- , i, 



4 LOCAL NEWS 
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LOW RAINFALL PUTS 
PEACE TREATY AT RISK 


I n the culture of the Bedouin, the 
nomads who have survived in 
the Middle East's deserts for 
millennia, a man reserves the right 
to kill anyone who steals or dam- 
ages his water supply. 

Modem leaders in the Middle 
East cannot act so hastily But the 
region's perennial water scarcity Is 
at the heart of a new dispute 
between Israel and Jordan which 
promises to be the first test of 
diplomatic mettle for the new 
Hashemite King, Abdullah II. 

Under the 1994 peace treaty, 

. Israel is supposed to supply almost 
2 billion cubic feet of water each 
year from the Sea of Galilee 
and the Jordan and Yarmuk KdflEdJ 
rivers to its closest ally in 
tile region, Jordan. ■ 

But after a disappointing rainy 
season, Israel wants to cut by 50 
per cent the amount of water it 
supplies. Officials representing 
KingAdbuliah say this is unaccept- 
able. 

Under the late King Hussein and 
Yitzhak Rablh, Israel and Jordan 
declared a new era of peace and 
cooperation but relations became 
tense under the present prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. 


The water shortage further com- 
plicates this relationship. While 
Israelis are alarmed at warnings 
that their water supply is reaching 
dangerously low levels, many 
Jordanians believe they are entitled 
to tire transferred water and that it 
is one of the few tangible benefits 
of the peace deal with Israel. 

It lias been an exceptionally 
sunny winter in an area which usu- 
ally receives an average of just 10 
inches of rain per year. 

The Jordan River area has 
received only abour 40 per cent of 
its average rainfall for the time of 
year and water levels in die Sea of 
Galilee are at their lowest 

■ point since 1980. 

The water supplier 
. Mekorot warned Israel's 
water commission last week that 
pumping below the late's “red 
line" may begin soon, which would 
sour it for good as a water source. 

In meetings on Sunday, Israel 
proposed reducing supply for 1 999 
to a percentage of a normal year's 
rain. But such cuts are not in the 
Israeli-Jordanian peace treaty. 
According to the Israeli water com- 
missioner, Meir Ben-Meir, this is 
because the signatories did not 



anticipate a drought. 

Israel. says it plans to reduce its 
use of water for agriculture by 25 
per cent. 

“Jordan wants to make it dear 
that the peace accords set up our 
legitimate share of die water and it 
has nothing to do with a draught 


in Israel,” a Royal Palace 
spokesman said. 

“We've been more than forth- 
coming in the water arrangements. 
We've gone well beyond some of 
the provisions,' 1 he said. “I think 
there is an tinderstanding dial we 
face a very, very difficult year and 


we'll have ways of making it up to 
our partners in the coming years, 
whidi we hope will be better." 

Earlier this month, a group of 
international experts meeting in 
the West Bank town of Rnmallah 
urged Israelis, Jordanians and 
Palestinians to make provisions for 


water supply a priority 
Middle East peace process. 

Their study warned that Ae 
region's fresh water supply is Atin- 
dling at a time when the popb 
tion of Israel, Jordan and Patetuie. 
currently 12 million, is pmir< 
rapidly. 


GOVERNMENT PREPARES FOR 
MILLENIUM AT BAPTISM SITE 


fA hAB WlLv - march 17, 1999 


THE JORDAN. VALLEY 
Authority is working on a four . 
million Dinar development 
project at the baptism site, to 
prepare for. an expected flock 
of pilgrims .and tourists who 
will visit the site on the mil- 
lennium. 

"In April, digging will start 
for the construction of a visi- 
tors center which will be locat- 
ed outside the Baptism Site in 
order riot to pollute the area 
with .exhaust fumes,” said 
Dureid Mahasneli, Secretary 
General of the Jordan Valley 
Authority. 

The visitors center will be 
the first locatiqn reached by 
tourists and pilgrims. The 
Ministry of Public Works is 
constructing main roads at an 
estimated cost ofJOD one mil- 
fion on the North side of Che 
site for easy access by totirists 
and pilgrims. 

The Jordan Valley Authority 
has approached an Italian 


Architectural firm, (Studio in executirig the designs.” 
Sonzogni), to design the build- According to the plan, four 
ing since such a venture is new main buildings will be erected 
to Jordanian architects. "We in the center of the site: 
did not approach a local office, Jordan River Center, Bedouin 
because we do not have expe- Carpet Souk, a Guest House 

‘We did not approach 
a local office, because 
we do not haw 
experienced architects 
in religious buildings’ 

rienced architects; in religious and a first class restaurant, 
buildings." Architect Suha Bukaln, 

However, the Consolidated Project Manager at 
Consultants for Engineering Consolidated Consultants said, 
and Environment firm in Jordan . River Cejit^r is . the;, 
Am man is doing th e bulk work ma in building at; the . centfer. 


Visitors will pass through Palm 
trees reaching through a huge 
gate where the other facilities 
surround it. . 

Tire complex has a 300 per- 
sons capacity conference hall, 
a 6Q persons capacity meeting 
hall, a Bedouin Carpet Souk 
which has 19 shops that sell 
local handicrafts souvenirs, a 
restaurant that accptnriioda'tes 
■ up to 240 persons' and a guest 
house with six rooms, in addi- 
tion to a 'parking space that 
takes up to 78 cars and 10 
busses. 

.Mahasneh added that, con- 
crete paths will be built for 
pedestrians, , a belvedere, 
amphitheater with two levels, 
and a chapel for Christians to 
pray. In phase two of the pro- 
ject, electric cars will be 
imported for the convenience 
of the aged and sick tourists. 


by SAMAR JHIJJAWI 



' ' •%' v>" . 


STRIKE over grading 
method at uj today 


jmiHflS AT THE University 
ofjonlan are [oday staging a sit- 
in in Ihmt of the Presidency 
billing In protest of the Letter 
ending System being applied 
to tl* University. 

The move on the part of the 
saints takes places after 
totty Mirer way to persuade 
the university administration to 
atnd the system has failed, 
induing an opinion poll. 

t«ry new change should 
pas an experimental period to 
jrt if It works or not, and the 
system has proved a failure, so 
why stick to it?” objected 
Haeth Fakhri, President of 
Students Union at the 
University. 

During the two and a half 
yeas of Implementation of the 
A.B.C grading, a number of 
shortcoming surfaced and thus 
nny objections and questions 
were raised calling for change 
of the system, according to 
Fakhri. 

The students’ representative 
and organizer of the protest 
summarized some of the short- 
comings of the letter grading as 
follows: 

First the lack of a standard- 
ized grading scale to be used by 
instructors to justly work out 
grades. 

Second; the so-called 'univer- 
sity zero', equal to 35 percent, 
is a real zero under the present 
grading system. This leads accu- 
mulative grades to go down 
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sharply, and a large number of 
students to receive academic 
warnings. 

Victimized by the system, 
most students responded to a 
questionnaire distributed by 
the Union calling for changes to 
the grading instructions in a 
way that ensures justice, 
according to Fakhri. 

Results were 75.4% of stu- 
dents agreed that there is injus- 
tice in implementing the system 
by instructors. 

82.7% of students said funda- 


mental amendments must be 
introduced to the system." 

Fakhri pointed out that the 
Students Union also polled the 
faculty members who agreed 
injustice is there and the system 
should be changed to avoid it. 

"After a lengthy dialogue with 
the University President, he 
refused suggestions to intro- 
duce amendments to the sys- 
tem, not before the present 
generation at the university 
graduares 4 ^aid b £akhri^^^^^ — 

by H1YAM SHARQAWI 


yjt; to dafei^its main rtals, tiib. 
Nationalists, who gained nine 
seals , whereas three seats went fo 
independent candidates who ran 
for the Students Unlon elections. 

» The elections, according to 
both students and observers were 
carried but srirtoptlily and without 
disniptions. 

The. total number of candidates 
who ran die elections was 112, 
including 15 female students in 24 
constituents. 

Only twb female students ware 
elected as members of the Unioin. 

This year, amendments to the 
University electoral law have been 
introduced. 

Following the 1989 parliamen- 
tary elections, marking a new 
democratic era for the Kingdom, 
university students were allowed 
to practice democracy within 
their campuses and carry out stu- 
dent union elections. 

The Islamists have been domi- 
nating die scene at almost all uni- 
versities across die Kingdom — 
H.S. 


RFOU' BRIEFS PRINCE FIRAS, 
WORLD BANK DELEGATES 


MINISTER of SOCIAL and 
Administrative Development 
hisal Rfou' received the 
World Bank Social 
Dwelopment Team for the 
Middle East and North 
Mrl«, for talks on means of 
^operation in the field of 
social services. 

The minister briefed the 
World Bank delegation on 
to ministry's areas of con- 
tern in this Reid, while the 
legation explained the 
B »nk's mechanism and oper- 
ation strategies in this 
regard. 

Rfou’ said the ministry was 
rea< ty to implement pro- 
ems aimed at benefiting 
Jordanians especially in the 
af tai of combating poverty 
^unemployment, 
he World Bank Is cooper- 
"g with Jordan in various 


social and economic fields, |” 
through financing or Joint 1 
ventures. 

The minister also received 
His Highness Prince Flras Bln 
Ra'ad, the health Secretary 

of His Majesty King Abdullah. ’ 

The meeting focussed on 
the Ministry's social works in 
the Kingdom, namely in the 
field of care provided for. 
people with special n'eedi. , 

Prince Ra’ad stressed 'to 
need to provide this grtyup of 
people fnedica! health care 
and assistance. 

Rfou! pledged hi* 

Ministry's determination to 
work towards fulfilling the 

directives of .His Majesty - • . . - . . , . — 

King Abdullah ih his letter, of ( || l ,| < | # r ol lailal ■"< 

designation where social Faisal Mai' krlahWarhl 

j work is concerned . The Bank iMagalas Taosdny — hft* 

Arab Dally. ,■ ' ' , 



Three children 
die in tractor tragedy 

THREE CHILDREN WERE crushed to death when a 
tractor they were playing in plunged in the north- 
ern part of Jordan valley, Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported Tuesday. 

A number of other children who had climbed 
onto the vehicle's trailer managed to escape with 
cuts and bruises, leaping to safety as the tractor 
accelerated towards the Dhuneiba Valley in north- 
ern Jordan, it said. 

The three who died, all younger than seven years 
old and from the same family, had been reportedly 
tampering with the tractor before it made its fatal 
descent — Petra. 

Maiali. Za'noun 
discuss p arliamentary 
cooperation 


SPEAKER OF THE Lower House of Parliament Adbul 
Hadi Majali received Tuesday President of The 
National Palestinian Council, Salim Za'anoun. 

Majali discussed with Za'anoun preparations for 
che International Parliamentary Conference which 
will convene in Brussels April 10th. 

The two parliamentarians also discussed possible 
ways of coordination between the parliaments of 
the two countries regarding various democratic 
and political issues. 

Za'anoun expressed appreciation of the role or 
The Jordanian Parliament in supporting the rights 
and demands of Palestinians in international parlia- 
mentary forums. 

Majali, for his part, affirmed Jordan's unchanging 
stand towards the Palestinian people, and renewed 
Jordan's support for their rights on their national 
soil. 

The meeting was attended by Deputy of the 
Speaker of the Lower House, Bassam Haddadin and 
Assistant to the Speaker Mohammad Kouz — Petra. 

In commemoration 
of the late Kina 

REPRESENTATIVES OF HIGHER Education 
Institutions gathered today at the Royal Cultural 
Center In Commemoration of His Majesty, the late 
King Hussein.' 

Participants" ’observed ; a . moment of silence 'and 
recited, yerses of the Holy Koran for his spirit. 

: President of- AL ai Bait University addressed the 
gathering on behalf of the Presidents of Jordanian- 
universities,- saying that the late King's life was 
devotedtb the welfare of the Arab Natiofi, 

He added that the late; King has always worked 
hard to maintain the integrity of Jordan in the most 
crucial circumstances. ; • • 

Other speakers paid tribute to the King's efforts 
lit the educational development of Jo rd art's schools 
and uhiVefsities. bringing^boiit prosperity irt this 

— ; 4-4? ; ’ 1 ■ ■ — — - 
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LONDON (AFP) — The trial of ten suspects, including eight 
Britons, charged with planning bomb attacks in Vemen has been 
suspended until April 20, Yemeni television, monitored here, 
reported on Monday. 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain has declared war on its smoking 
masses by proposing stiff on-the-spot fines for those flouting no- 
smoking aieas In public places, newspapers said Tuesday. 
Smokers could face 20 dinar (S53) fines from health inspectors if 
they are found puffing away In smoke-free areas, under draft reg- 
ulations being considered by the government, the Gulf Daily 
News .said. Bahrain doubled the import duty on tobacco last year, 
but a packet of Vi/estern cigarettes still only costs about 1 .30 dol- 


CAIRO (AFP) — Nigerian President-elect Olusegun Obasanjo flew 
to Cameroon Hiesday at the end of a two-day visit to Egypt dur- 
ing which he held talks with President Hosni Mubarak on the 
conflicts ravaging Africa. Obasanjo will be visiting Cameroon as 
part of a regional and world tour and may continue on to Paris 
although that leg of. the trip has yet to be confirmed. Nigerian 
embassy officials said. Retired general Obasanjo. 62, who is due' 
to take the reins of power In May, Is seeking to renew contacts 
with world leaders as Nigeria comes out of the cold after 16 
yean of military rule. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mussa told 
reporters Monday that Obasanjo’s visit to Cairo "will help draw 
the guidelines of the future or our relations," both political and 
economic. Mubarak held a dinner for his Nigerian guest late 
Monday after talks that focused on flashpoints In Sierra Leone, 
the Great Lakes region and the Horn of Africa. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) —An Iraqi newspaper on Hiesday said Baghdad 
would not discriminate against Swiss firms when awattfing con- 
tracts, denying eariler reports saying Iraq would bar Switzerland 
from its UN-authorized deals. The weekly Al Ittihad, the news- 
paper of Iraq's industrialists' union, published a commerce min- 
istry statement saying it "is permitted to negotiate with Swiss 
firms and there is no discrimination towards them.” 




TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's supreme court' ordered the army 
Hiesday to put on hold the promotion of a general accused of 
sexually assaulting a female subordinate. Acting on a petition 
from the alleged rape victim, the high court Issued a temporary 
restraining order preventing the army from promoting Brigadier 
General Nir Galill to the rank of major general. A three-judge 
panel said It wanted more time to examine the woman's petition 
and that the army must forego announcing Gallli's promotion 
pending their decision.The woman soldier petitioned the high 
court last month claiming that she had been raped by Galili three 
years ago when she worked in his office at the TSeelim training 
base In southern Israel. I 




TOKYO (AFP) — Syrian Foreign Minister Faniq Al Share Is to 
make a three-day official visit here next week to discuss the 
Middle East peace process, the foreign ministry said Hiesday. 
Share arrives in Tokyo March 24 to talk with Japanese Prime 
Minister Kelzo Obuchi and Foreign Minister Masahiko tyunura 
about issues including the peace process, said a foreign mlnlstiy 
official. 


TWO 
j GUARD 

ALGIERS (AFP) — TVvo soldiers 
and a civilian guard were killed 
in a clash with a group of 
armed Islamic extremists in 
northeastern Algeria, the daily 
■ Jeune Independant reported 
' Hiesday. 

The dash occurred Sunday in 
Souk Al Khemis, near Bouira, 
some 120 kilometers east of 
Algiers, the paper said, adding 
that one Islamist was killed and 
11 members of the security 
force were injured, eight seri- 
ously. 

In the same area, 16 soldiers 
Were killed and 21 were 
wounded on March 7 in an 
extended ambush mounted by 
a group of extremists near Sour 
Al Ghozlane. 

The daily Le Marin reported 
that tragedy was averred in 
two incidents in the same area. 

In the center of Kadiria, 
some 20 kilometers from 
Bouira, a bomb was made safe 
by civilian guards overnight 
Sunday. 

Also Sunday, on the outskirts 
of Lakhdaria (ex-Palestro), 
some 50 kilometers away, secu- 
rity forces, alerted by civilians, 
chased away armed extremists 
who had set up a fake check- 
point, Le Matin said. 

Violence by Muslim funda- 
mentalists fighting the secular 
authorities has escalated 
sharply since the beginning of 
March, with the impending 
start of the campaign for presi- 

■®TPT DINIIS 
ABU NIDAL IN 
CAIRO 

TARA, Egypt (AFP) — Egyptian 
Interior Minister Habib Al Adly 
on Hiesday categorically 
denied reports that Palestinian 
activist Abu Nidal was living In 
Cairo. 

“If he were here we would 
have taken the necessary mea- 
sures and we would have 
announced his presence here," 

. Adli told AFP In this Red Sea 
resort. 

The Arable-language news- 
paper Al Hayat, quoting emi- 
nent British author and Middle 
East expert Patrick Seale, 
reported that Abu Nidal, one of 
the world's most-wanted men, 
was “well and living in Cairo" 
under house arrest. 

. Seale also reported that Abu 
Nidaj was offering the services 
of his "now paralyzed" hard- 
line Fatah-Revolutionary 
Council faction to security ser- 
vices in their fight against 
Muslim fundamentalist groups, 

Al Hayat said. 

Diplomatic sources told AFP 
In January that Abu Nidal, 63. 
whose real nqme is Sabri Khalil 
Al Banna, has been In Iraq since 
Dec, 10 and traveled- there via 
Iran. 
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launch their campaigns 
March 25. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates army 
signed four contracts worth 
about $60 million at the inter- 
national arms fair here on 
Hiesday. 

Beltec of Belonissio won a 
contract worth $28 million for 
equipment and tools for repaid 
ing troop transporters, military 
spokesman Colonel Obeid Al 
Kitbi told Journalists. 


A contract worth $14.4 mil- 
lion went to the Emirati firm 
Darwish Ben Ahmad for trans- 
porters for German "Man" bat- 
tle tanks, he added. 

A third contract, worth $16 
million, was awarded to South 
Africa's Avitronks Ltd. for the 
supply of electronic equipment 
for French-made Puma heli- 
copters. 

The Emirati firm Adcom won 


EMIR OF BAHRAIN MEETS SON 
OF FORMER IRANIAN PRESIDENT 


MANAMA (AFP) — - The new 
emir of Bahrain, Sheik Hamad 
Ben Issa Al Khalifa, met here 
Hiesday with the son of for- 
mer Iranian president Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the offi- 
cial Bahraini news agency 
GNA reported. 

Mahdl All Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani presented condo- 
lences from his father oyer 
the March 6 death , of. Sheik 
Hamad’s father, 1 Sheik Issa 


Ben Salman Al Khalira, GNA 
said. 

Mahdi. Rafsanjani praised 
“the role played by Sheik Issa 
In the service of Islam and his 
sincere efforts to strengthen 
brotherly relations between 
Bahrain and Iran," the news 
agency added. 

•Iranian Porelgn Minister 
Kamal ; Kharazi visited 
Manama following the emir’s 
death to present his condo- 
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- Israel's military tri- 

?Lliive rendered Jerusalem ssta- 

S&'W** entity" in UN reso- 
kLj, -hull and void," Israels for- 
said Tuesday in a meet- 
Sdat smoothing tensions with 
gtSwiic corps here. 

® Sharon welcomed the diplo- 
rtSjjlerusalem's King David hotel - 
|£jnb«e walk from the eastern 
a®: of foe city, claimed by 
fjHtloiaittas a future capital. 

•I would like to welcome you to 
Mtaa.the capital of the Jewish 

M#ibi'fot |ast 3 ' 000 y cars and 

gjj&felpf Israel for the last 50 
jdjjpfc'told the diplomats, 
tofef;'* and Germany recently 

polite but stern letters 
Rtrilie status of the city, following a 
patRsfied Israeli demand that diplo- 
nau refrain from meeting Palestinian 
Men In the disputed city. 

German Ambassador Theodor 

Wallau, -writing in his country's capac- 
ity as current chairman of the 


European Union, said last week that 
diplomats would continue to meet 
Palestinians here - and that the EU 
regarded Jerusalem as a "corpus sepa- 
ratum," as defined in UN resolution 
181 of 1947. 

Sharon recalled his own role as a 
platoon commander battling for 
Jerusalem in Israel's 1948 indepen- 
dence war and said: "It is very hard to 
imagine that after all those years we 
again have to struggle for Jerusalem." 

Israel secured the western half of 
Jerusalem in that war, and captured 
the rest from Jordan in the 1967 
Mideast war. It annexed the captured 
part immediately. 

Such victories, Sharon said, mean 
that "Resolution 181, which speaks 
about Jerusalem not being part of 
Israel, is null and void." 

Wallau, who arrived at the last 
minute, took copious notes as Sharon 
spoke. The diplomats and the minis- 
ter then began a closed-door ques- 
. tion-and-answer session. 


Sharon’s ministry staff said the 
meeting was initiated by the 
Philippines ambassador, currently the 
head of the diplomatic corps. It was 
not possible to immediately confirm 
that claim. 

Most of the ambassadors were from 
Latin America and from Asia. Aside 
from Wallau. only one other EU 
ambassador - the Dutch ambassador 
arrived. 

All but a handful of Central 
American states refuse to recognize 
Israeli sovereignty here, and maintain 
embassies in. During the session, 
Sharon told the ambassadors that set- 
tlements "contribute. to peace and 
Israel’s security," according to his 
spokesman, Aviv Shiron. 

"The settlements are not an obsta- 
cle to peace, but contribute to 
peace," Sharon said, according to a 
diplomat at the meeting who took 
notes. “They contribute to security 
and Israel's readiness to go forward 
[with talks] will be enhanced/" 



Sharon fixes his tie during a meeting with the 
diplomatic corps in Jerusalem, yesterday- 
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UAE ARMY SIGNS FOUR 
CONTRACTS AT ARMS FAIR 


a contract worth S62WI0Q fa 
the supply and installation tfi 
telecommunications netwik 
and military equipment. 

On Monday the first toe 
tracts of the IDEX-99 fairwete 
announced, worth about 
million. 

More than 800 arms ni» 
facturcrs from about 40 cdt* 
tries are attending the flvuty 
fair, which opened Siuvlft • 


ISRAELI JETS STRIKE 
HIZBOLLAH STRONGHOLD 

i HIE*-- Lebanon (AFP) — Israeli warplanes raided suspected 
; HiiWIih guerrilla positions north of the Israeli-occupied securi- 
j ly zone" in southern Lebanon on Tuesday, police said. 

\ Israeli fighter-bombers fired two missiles into a valley near the 
j >%ofJabal Al Botom, north of the western edge of the buffer 
< low, police said. 

f hi Israeli army spokesman confirmed the raid on suspeLte 
) Lebanese guerrilla positions. 

; ‘Aircraft attacked their positions Tuesday morning and returned 
■ aWy to base," the spokesman said. 

I Meanwhile, Israeli artillery pounded with more than 50 shells 
j outskirts of the villages of Zebqine, Yater and Kafra as well as 
f other nearby locations east of Tyre, Lebanese police said. 


ISRAELI CHIEF OF STAFF OPPOSES 
ESCALATION IN LEBANON 


lences. 

Relations between Irt^B 
Bahrain had been 
amid charges by 
Tehran Was srifHnyM tfjNg 
Muslim unrest Jn M 

which broke out in 1994. 4 

However, . ‘ 

improved .recently. ^^ 
two countries M-ySk 

ambassadors ag^iivJ^^W 

’ mo-re ’ % 

theyweiifr^i^H® 
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u» the Parliament in nab at. Zina El Abidinc Den 
drived in Tunisia ^5 Mnrtb for u slate visit to Morocco 
strengthening bilateral relations uml removing 
anmn regional union. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli army drier of stair pn 
General Sliaul Mofaz rejected calls on sir 
Tuesday for the Israeli military tu adopt a 
tougher policy in Lebanon, parlinmentary to 
suurces said. , P 1 

“I do not believe the army should change S t 
its methods in Lebanon, risking a military 
escalation which could make the defense of „ 
settlements in northern Israel more dim- a| 
cult," Mofoz told the defense and foreign s 

affairs committee. . : 

The chairman of the committee, Uzi ^ 
Landau, called for strong action, saying it ■ 
was necessary "to strike the economic and 
civilian infrastructure in Lebanon as well as 
targets linked to the Syrian presence in the 
country." 

“Every time we are attacked, the 
Lebanese and Syrians must pay a heavy 
price." said Landau, a member of foe Ukud 
party of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu. , . . 

In December Netanyahu raised the possi- 
bility font he might authorize stokes 
against such targets as power stations in 
Beirut irt reprisal for anti-Israeli attacks car- 
tied Qdt by- the Shiite Muslim Htzbollah 

^Mofaz also told thecommittee that “it la 
impossible to ask the army to carry out its 
mission while at the same time saying the 
country amid not bear its human losses. 

Seven Israelis, Intludlng the country s 
top general In Lebanon,, were kllM Ip 
southern Lebanon at the ; end. of February, 

' fuelling foe debate as.fo vyhefoer and hmy. 
Israel should withdraw from the ' security 
; zone” it occupies alpnfcfoe border. 

■ Policy fount* Lebandp has become one 
Of the hottest issues' in foe campaign for. 
foe May 17 elections In Istael: - . 

' Meanwhile Me(. Gen. Den Hahitz, deputy 
chief of army Operations said Israel should 
‘ not puli Its troops out of south Lebanon 
: until another acceptable force Is ready to 


protect the border against guerrilla incur- 


“it would be impossible or very dilficuir 
to give reasonable defense to the northern 
part of Israel without being present in 
South Lebanon," said 
“As long as no one recognized by us is 
ready to take over, we as the Israeli army 
are not going to recommend a change, he 
said in a briefing for foreign reporters. 

Gen. Halutz rejected the argument that if 
Israel's army withdraws from Lebanon, 
Hizbollah would have no motivation to 


cunrinne its attacks. 

He claimed Israel has intelligence reports 
that tire guerrillas would infiltrate into 
Israel and attack civilians, given the oppor- 
tunity. He gave no details. 

"V\fe are not ready to make a test or an 
experiment" that might endanger Israeli 
civilians along the bolder, lie said. 

Israel's government says it would pull its 
army out of Lebanon if Lebanon gives guar- 
antees that Hizbollah will stop its attacks. 

Lebanon insists that Israel must end its 
occupation unconditionally. 


SHAS ADVOCATES 
WITHDRAWAL FROM GOLAN 


TEL AVI V (AP) — "Leaders of a powerful \ 
religious party identified with the cur- 
rent Israeli right-wing government advo- I 
cate a return of the Golan Heights to 
Syria, an aid said Monday. 

In an interview to be published Friday 
In the israeli-Arab weekly newspaper Kul 
Al Arab, Shas leader party Arieh Deri said 
“For the sake of peace with Syria we. 

must withdraw. Any leader who does not 
say this li not saying the truth." 

Deri said Shas spiritual leader Rabbi 

Ovadia Yosef believes, that Jewish law 

applying to produce in the land of Israel 

does pot apply, to the Golan, because the, - 
area is not considered part of the biblical- : 
hmd which religious Jews believe was 

promised to them by God. . : 

Monday; Shas spokesman Yltzhnk 
Sudri, confirmed Deri’s statements In 
• the- interview. 

Shas Is a key, ally of Israeli Prime; 
Minister Benjamlh Netanyahu who 
opposes returning the strategic height; 


which Israel captured from Syria in the 
1967 Mideast war. Syria wants the 
heights returned in exchange for a peace 
treaty. 

Deri said In the interview, that con- 
tacts had been underway for a visit to 
Syria by Shas leaders aimed at restarting, 
negotiations between the two countries. 
However, plans fell through over Syria's 
refusal to return the remains of Israel’s 
Mossad Agent'EII Cohen. 

Cohen was executed in Damascus in 
1965 following a public trial before an j 
military tribunal that convicted him on 
charges of espionage and sentenced [him 
to death. : " -- 

Syria also insists that Israel's 17-year 
• . -military-presence in south Lebanon must 
’ he addressed as pan of an overall settle-- 
ment that includes; the return or the 
Golah Heights: 

Syria Is the nialn poyver broker in 
i • tebahdn. : with' 3SjOtO' WK** *> ** 

t country. .. • ■ 
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IRAQ VIOLATES AIR TRAVEL SANCTIONS 

UN SANCTIONS COMMITTEE UNLIKELY TO TAKE ACTION ON IRAQI FL.oa, 

iAGHDAD, UNITED NATIONS (AGENCIES! — Th» ini ,• ..t-.r . 


BAGHDAD, UNITED NATIONS (AGENCIES) 

An Iraqi Airways aircraft flew Tuesday to 
Saudi Arabia with 1 10 Iraqi Haj pilgrims, the 
official Iraqi News Agency reported. An offi- 
cial indicated this was a violation of UN 
sanctions that bar air travel to and from Iraq. 

The Russian-made IL-76 took off from Al 
Rashid military air base, 15 kilometers south 
of Baghdad, INA said. 

Iraq apparently did nor seek UN permis- 
sion for tile flight, which is of a humanitari- 
an nature.-“We have not contacted anybody 
for approvals, " Rabi Mohammad Saleh, the 
director-general of Iraqi Airways, was quot- 
ed as saying by INA. 

In April 1997, an Iraqi Airways jet had 
flown 104 pilgrims to Saudi Arabia, angering 


j, ™ “"Bering rignt and center as they wish," said British 

the United States, the most vocal advocate Ambassador Sir Jeremy Greenstock, who said 
of the sanctions. •.i.-s.-t. .. .. . .. 


The UN sanctions committee was to dis- 
cuss an Iraqi pilgrim flight to Saudi Arabia 
on Tliesday but was unlikely to take any 
action to punish Baghdad, western diplo- 
mats said. 

The diplomats said that France and Russia 
would argue that from a legal standpoint, 
UN resolutions do not impose an air embar- 
go affecting passenger traffic to and from 
Iraq. 

However Britain and the United States 
interpret UN resolution 670, adopted in 
September 1990, to insist that an air embar- 
go has been in force since the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

"Clearly, they can’t just fly people left, 
right and center as they wish," said British 


of the sanctions 

However, the Security Council had failed 
to -take action against Iraq or condemn the 
flight. Instead, a mild statement was issued, 
saying Baghdad should have waited for per- 
mission. 

The plane that flew Tuesday will make two 
more trips to ferry pilgrims, Saleh said, 
adding that it is the only airworthy commer- 
cial plane in Iraq. 

The airliner's remaining aircraft are 
parked in other countries. 

Saleh said he hoped that Saudi authorities 
will "cooperate with us by facilitating ser- 
vices needed for the plane," INA reported. 

The pilgrims, who are being led by 
Religious Affairs Minister Abdul Munim 
Ahmad Saleh, are mostly elderly people and 
women, INA said. 


that Tuesday's flight was "thoroughly disap- 
pointing." 

“That's a sanctions violation. There's no 
doubt about that," said a US official. 

Russian deputy permanent representative 
Yuri Fedotov predicted "exciting discus- 
sions" in the sanctions committee, as he 
confirmed that Russia believed that no air 
embargo was in force over Iraq. 

The 15-member UN sanctions committee, 
which groups all UN Security Council 
nations, requires a consensus for decision- 
making. 

The diplomats said that because <of the 
humanitarian nature of Tuesday’s flight by 
an Iraqi Airways plane,, which transported- 
MO sick and elderly pilgrims on their pil- 
grimage to Mecca, the sanctions committee 
was not expected to condemn Baghdad. 


ARAB GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS 
RISK NEW ROW WITH IRAQ 



CAIRO (AFP) — Gulf foreign ministers risk a new 
showdown with Iraq at an Arab League meeting 
opening here today. 

The key issue on the menu of this ministerial 
conference will be Iraq and once again we risk 
seeing a confrontation erupt between Baghdad 
and Gulf monarchies, namely Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait," a aenior League official said. 

The official, who declined to be named, was 
referring to a stormy Arab League meeting on 
Iraq in January at the Cairo headquarters or the 
22-member pan-Arab organization. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said Al 
Salihaf walked out of the gathering when it failed 
to condemn US-Brltish air strikes on Ids country 
tlie previous month. 

The foreign ministers of the Gulf states or 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates criticized Iraq's contin- 
. ued defiance of the Internationa] community at a 
pre-League meeclng in Riyadh on Monday, 

The Iraq issue is so sensitive that League per- 
manent delegates "declined to propose draft res- 
olutions on controversial questions such as Iraq, 
leaving that task to their foreign ministers," 
League spokesman Ihlaat Hamed said. 

An Iraqi request to discuss for the first time 
since the 1991 Gulf Wtr the issue of Iraqi, Saudi 
and Kuwaiti nationals who have gone missing 
after the conflict has already triggered protests 
from the Saudi and Kuwaiti delegates. 


Arab diplomats expect the two-day conference 
to drop the Iraqi request from the agenda in 
order to avoid a confrontation between the three 
countries concerned. 

The foreign ministers may however agree to 
examine Iraq’s demand for an Arab call on the 
United States and Britain to scrap air exclusion 
zones they set up in northern and southern Iraq 
after the Gulf War, sources said. 

An Arab League follow-up committee on Iraq 
set up in January will hold its first meeting on the 
sidelines of the conference. 

Several attempts to convene the committee 
were thwarted amid Iraq's opposition to it and 
refusal by some North African nations to join it. 

Baghdad is opposed to the committee's work 
to try to lift: UN sanctions imposed on Iraq 
because it is not represented In the panel, where- 
as Saudi Arabia is one of its six members. 

Thirty-six items are on the agenda of the con- 
ference, including Libya's crisjs with the Wfest 
over the Lockerbie bombing, Israeli policies and 
Iran's “occupation" or three Gulf islands claimed 
by the United Arab Emirates. 

Iraq's Salihaf Is among 12 Arab foreign minis- 
ters who have confirmed their participation in 
the conference which will also be attended by his 
counterpart from' Saudi Arabia Prince Saud Al 
Faisal. 

Kuwait will be represented by Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Aziz AI Dekheil. 


P . , * slBy ?? tercd 0n ,ho runwa v of Baghdad's al-Rashld military airport Tuesday, 
aditionnl farewell ceremony as pilgrims board their plane for Saudi Arablo. 


IRAQI FM 
IN CAIRO FOR 
ARAB LIAGUE 
MEETING 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said Al 
SahhaF arrived here Tuesday to 
attend an Arab League meeting 
which risks to become stormy if 
Iraq fails to win Arab support in 
its conflict with the West. 

SahhaF and his delegation 
were met at Cairo's international 
airport by Arab League assistant 
Secretary General Abdul Rahman 
Al Sehibani, airport officials said. 


4 LEBANESE 
ARRESTED 
FOR URGING 
SYRIAN -ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL 

BEIRUT (DPA) — At least four 
Lebanese students have been 
arrested in the space of 24 hours 
for distributing leaflets calling 
for an Israeli and Syrian with- 
drawal From Lebanese territo- 
ries, security, sources said 
TUesday. 

The sources said members of 
the National Freedom Party and 
exiled General Michel Aqun’s 
ultra-rightwlng Free National 
Movement (FNM) Were arrested 
for "distributing leaflets' that 
Insult a brotherly ■ country 
[Syria)." 


US FIGHTER PLANES 
HIT MORE IRAQI SITES 

ANKARA (AP) — US Air Force warplanes responded tu Iraqi rato 
threats on TUesday by bombing several anti-aircraft artillery sites in 
the northern ‘‘no-fly" zone, a US military official said. 

Lt. Col. Jane Kindi, a spokeswoman for the Operation Northern 
Watch based at Turkey's southern Incirlik air base, said the planes Nt 
military facilities around Musul, 400 kilometers north of Baghdad. 

She said all US F- 1 5Es depar ted the area safely on the third amset- 
utive day of incidents. 

Tire Iraqi armed forces, in a statement carried by the official Iraqi 
News Agency, said civilian installations and some weapons sites were 
hit. 


ON 


TtlAViVlAP) — Tli^ Supreme 
HI ordered the army ou 

not tu forcibly remove 

g(l Egyptian Bedouins Irnm 
Israeli territory pending a court 
luring on their request for asy- 
^ an official said, 
fle Bedouin of the Al 
jaand, tribe trekked across 
the hurdor with camels, don- 
some provisions on 
what they said was 
*'(®»t to escape - 


hILI 

ISRAELI SUPREME COURT TO RULE 
DEPORTATION OF EGYPTIAN BEDOUIN 


DUBAI UNVEILS 
WORLD'S LONGEST SOFA 

DUBAI (AFP) — Dubai's tired tourists and residents, worn-out frif* 
excess of the emirate's massive shopping festival whlcft op** 
Thursday, will be able to rest their weary legs tind wallqts «1 
world's longest sofa. ' ; Vv 

The cream-colored, 33 meter long sofa, which took 20 pwff 1 
month ttf build, was unveiled this week next to Dubai’s creekr-. 

"The th^me of tills year's festival is 'the family get together^ 
millennium' and we chose to build the world's longest sofa as pjjr. 
often get together and sit on sofas,” said Abdul BasUydJanahLtlwIP. 
rival's events coordinator. • 

The festival will also be marked by "the world's longest 
weighing 50 kilograms and worth half a millioil <ld||ars. l lt WW 
off in sections of whatever length the customer wants. j* 

Last year, the festival organized the world’s laigest brealw* . 
13,767 participants and the previous year, the world's 
Apart ftpm the Guinness Book of Records bids, the' frafa.hl wy ,. 
will be the biibqi World Cup, dubbed "the world’s rIchO*,h9 , gS" 
with a purse of five million dollars. It Is. to be-run on 
The emirate. Hopes to attract more than tvto 
annual festival, the fourth of its kind. : ^ • 


a feud with 

Mother dan and ill treatment 
ft ihe Egyptian police. 

‘lie Negev regional council, 
oversees the desert area 
W the border, demanded that 
the ariny evacuate the Bedouin 
to ^ypt, saying it did not have 
the means to take care of the 
nibe. 

Hoops were set to forcibly 
remove the rribe on Tuesday 
tut were stopped by the 
Supreme Court ruling, said 
Aida Laid, spokeswoman for 
the Negev regional council. 

Ap Israeli member of the clan 
petitioned die Supreme Court, 
wfaefa ruled that the army 
muld not .expel the Egyptians 
util the court held a hearing 
on the issue next week. 

Egyptian officials visited with 
the Bedouin on Tuesday in an 
attempt to persuade them to 
go back, Israel Radio reported. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon said the Bedouin should 
be “sent back to the place from 
idiidi they came.” 

'This is a very serious prob 


lent, a thing that Israel cannor 
allow," Sharon cold reporters in 
occupied Jerusalem. "I don't 
think that any country in the 
world would permit... people to 
suddenly cross its border and 
settle in its area." 

Egyptian Ambassador 

Mohammad Itassiuuny said the 
matter was not likely to harm 
Israeli-1 -gyptian ties. 

"This is not a problem 
between the Egyptian and the 
Israeli government," Bassiuuny 
told journalists. "It Is a problem 
between the Bedouins and 
rhemselves so 1 don’t think it 
will nftect the relations 
between the two countries." 

The military was providing 
food, water and medical sup- 
plies to the Egyptians, said the 
spokesman, speaking with cus- 
tomary anonymity. 

An Israeli Bedouin member of 
parliament said lie was seeking 
permission Irnm the army to 
visit the clan. 

The tribe had members on 
both sides of the border and 
were divided when Israel 
returned the Sinai Peninsula t" 
Egypt in 1 l J82. T.ileb a- Sanaa 
said. Some o! the F.gvprian 
Bedouins have served in the 
Israeli army, he added. 

"1 hope that foi humanitarian 
and justice reasons Israel won't 
stray from its responsibility to 
take care of them," Sanaa told 
The Associated Press. 

The Israeli army declared 
closed military zone 



Men of .He o« Egyptian bedouin relax a..e, an exhausting two-day nrar.h 

to Israel in the extreme cold, yesterdny In Ha ref Mountain. 


around a makeshift encamp- 
ment holding Egyptian 
Bedouins. The army was provid- 
ing food and other necessities 
tu the families, who crossed the 


camp, located in Israel's south- 
ern Negev desert, hut planned 
tu take journalists on a tour ul 
the site later Monday. 

The Bedouin, from the 
Azazmeh tribe which has 


border illegally early Monday benches on both sides of the 
from the Egyptian Sinai- border, initially told police they 

The army is preventing all crossed the border because of 
and out of their food shortages in the Sinai 


caused by drought. 

But the army said the Teal 
reason for the exodus was a 
feud with .mother Sinai tribe in 
which two people were killed. 

Initial reports said around 
GOO members of the Azazmeh 
tribe had crossed the burder 
with camels, donkeys and 
other animals. Tuesday the 


ariny put the figure ai around 
4I)U. 

Egypt on Monday denied 
that there had been any major 
exodus ol Bedouin to Israel. 

"Only a lew individual 
groups of Bedouin illegally 
infiltrated" the Israeli border 
from Egypt- 11 police 
spokesman in Sinai said. 


“This is a very .eriou, prob- closed military zone Tuesday move, -on. in mid «. °f if sn °^ — 

SA STEPS UP ARMS HEGOTIATIONS IN ARAB OUL 

. tn . ri A pp wi ,|, ,he contract itself." Tail anus over the next five years 

. . - i-u<a Caii/tic for the cannon maker Dencl, told AFP. n^ervire* their financia Drob 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — South despite the region's financial 

Africa is stepping up its negoti- difficulties Following a Cata- 

lans for arms sales to the strophic drop in oil prices. 

^Ifs petro monarchies, “Negotiations are going on 


with the Saudis for the cannon 
G-6 type and anti-aircraft mis- 
sile system," George Tait, an 
official from state-owned arms 



maker Denel. told AFP. 

"Negotiations are going on 
too with Kuwait and Qatar to 
sell the same system." he 
added, speaking on the third 
day of the massive 1DEX-99 
defense exhibition here, due to 
end Thursday. 

Tait said the negotiations 


with the contract 
said, without elaborating. 

Ttade has flourished since 
South Africa and Saudi Arabia 
renewed diplomatic ties in 1994, 
reaching S450 million in 1997. 

The Gulf states have been 
hard hit by the drop in oil prices 
with billions of dollars wiped 




Despite their financial prob- 
lems, the Gulf states “cannot 
afford to be absent" from new 
arms developments, the expert 
said. 

The five-day LD EX-99 show, 
which began Sunday, is of par- 
ticular interest to the Gulf petro 
monarchies, who between 


contracts worth "several mil 
lions" of dollars. 

He said Denel had already 
delivered shipments of the G-6 
■ cannons to Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates between 
1991 and 1995. 

African Defense 


months, uovernmeiua n*iv.c 
responded by slashing expendi- 
ture, including on arms con- 


tracts. 

Saudi Arabia has cut Its pay- 
ments to British Aerospace by a 
third on their huge, long-term 
South African Defense Al Yaniamah arms contract, 
Minister Joe Modise In February which diplomats say is due to 
said tlie lucrative arms deal Riyadh's economic difficulties, 
with Saudi Arabia, worth ok Al Yanio.mah, signed by prime 


oil reserves. 

Their interest became more 
intense following the speed and 
ease of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

An army of 10,000 soldiers 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
UAE, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain 
was unable to stop the Iraqi 
advance and subsequent seven- 


much as S1.5 billion, bad been . 

fiii l/MItaSldft updated, has. reportedly seen ed morethnn B0() exhlbifera.-a 


because of Saudi financial diffi- 
culties. 

The Saudi government, 
according to Modise, was keen 
to- buy . South Africa's G-6 can- 
■ : nons and'pilotless.spy planes.' 

"The signature pf the con- 


rv IB, 1, r - aovauce .MU auuwf.'" 

minister Margaret Thatcher in m on* o_ccupation oFKuwait 
September 1985 and .since ' 
updated, has reportedly seen 
more than 120 ibmado fighter 
Jets, dozens of- Hayvk. trainers, launched in i 
and tanks delivered to the king- AO^ountzies. 

Abu Dhabi-based arras 


dom. 


Britain 1 tops the list of 
exhibitors, followed ,by France 


But an Abu Dhabi-based arras exhlbltore, followed ;t)y Trance , 
he Signatures of the con- expert told AFP that the Six Guir and, The United: States whie 
tract has^shnply been post- Arab were expected [to spend Bosnia, Kuwait andjran are . . 
poned but IthaVnotMng to do ,.a total of sotne SJ0CT billion on ramodg the newcomers. ^ 



amers. ^ 




UK CHARITIES GIRD TO FIGHT 
GOVERNMENT PLANS FOR 
ASYLUM SEEKERS 

THE UK GOVERNMENT is 
preparing new legislation to 
deal with the fast-growing 
number of asylum seekers entering Britain, which critics and 
charity groups claim will make life tougher for some of the coun- 
try's most disadvantaged men, women and children. The new 
Immigration and Asylum Bill, which will receive royal assent in 
late autumn, aims to make the UK asylum system fairer and more 
efficient. But opponents claim that the far-reaching changes will 
effectively expel asylum seekers from the cash economy. 

They say their rights to benefits wilf be removed and families 
will be dependent for all food and clothes on vouchers from the 
Immigration Service. It will be illegal for refugees to work, and 
■ they will have only one offer of accommodation, which could be 
anywhere in the country as groups of asylum seekers are dis- 
persed nationwide. 

British charities working with refugees say they are anticipat- 
ing a crisis as thousands seek help refugees such as 'Wazim’, for 
example. He is 23, fleeing persecution from the Islamic extrem- 
ist Ihliban in Afghanistan, His is one of 60, 000 cases moldering 
away at the Immigration Service headquarters in Croydon, south 
London, where 16,000 letters remain unopened and files are 
gathering dust following technical problems and delays in set- 
tingup a new computer system. Since New Labor came to power 
nearly two years ago n further 13,000 cases have joined the back- 
log. 

tthiim arrived in London last year and lived on food given to 
him by other refugees. He slept On people's floors. His local 
authority could not accommodate him and, In a new initiative to 
ease the pressure on London boroughs, it said he would have to 
move to distant Ramsgate orCoventry if he wanted help. 

He chose Coventry, in the Midlands, where he was put in a 
hostel for people with drug-related mental health problems. 
Because Coventry has no established Afghan community, Wazim 
had to rely heavily on social services. When he contacted a small 
project for refugees In the city, he was told there were no funds 
to help him but someone gave him his train fare back to London, 
where he has since been sleeping rough. Wazlm's plight has 
been taken up by the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims 
of Torture, which claims that his case is likely to be replicated a 
thousand-fold by the new immigration legislation, which will dis- 
perse the asylum seekers in 'dusters'. 

Theses a risk of totally excluding asylum seekers from main- 
stream society.' says Anne Thomas, of the Refugee Council, 
which hopes the Government can be persuaded to amend the 
proposed legislation. Everyone recognizes that the present sys- 
tem is at breaking point. The Government has pledged to sort 
out the backjog of blocked Hies within six months. 

_ The bill also aifhs to ease the burden on. London's local author- 
ities, which deal with 80 per cent of asylum seekers, by setting 
up a centralized national voucher system for them and by dis- 
persing new arrivals. Workers In the field, however, fear the new 
system will leave asylum seekers destitute. 'By moving them 
around the country, the Government is attempting a massive 
experiment in social engineering.' claims Thomas, and the 
Asylum Rights Campaign warns that the dispersal system is like- 
ly to be a 'shambles', 

Charities are concerned that many refugees will return to 
London or the South-east and be forced into begging, prostitu- 
tion and crime rather than starve. Pro-relugee campaigners are 
also highly critical of the government decision to run the system 
of food and clothing hand-outs through the Immigration Service, 
which they claim Is the most shambolic department in Whitehall. 

Tro years ago, refugees made up 33 per cent of our work. 
Now they account for 83 per cent. These families need our help 
but If the proposed legislation comes Into force, then our exper- 
tise is going to be useless because they won't be in London.' 

However, campaigners are also concerned that promoting the 
rights of asylum seekers couldprompt.a backlash from the pub- 
lic and newspapers drat have already made clear their opposition 
to the tide of impoverished incomers, pne prominent charity. 
Comic Relief made no specific mention of Its asylum-seeker Work 
during its. recent .'Red Nose Day' fond-rajslng events, nor in pub- 
licity about where it spends its money, preferring catch-a]] terms 
such as 'general projects' or the 'homeless'. 

There is certainly evidence to support their fear. The editor of 
the Dover Express. In southern England, for example, wasrecent- 
ly warned he could face prosecution for inciting radal hatrqd 
alter he had published an editorial describing asylum seekers as 
'human sewage'.' >■ ' 

' BY MARTIN BRIGHT 


SERBS DEFIANT; PLACE NEW 
OBSTACLES BEFORE ACCORD 






PARIS (AP) — Serb negotiators on 
Tuesday defied Western pressure to sign a 
Kosovo deal, not only refusing to discuss 
the military component but making new 
demands on the political component as 
well. 

A day after ethnic Albanian delegates 
agreed to an international peace plan, 
Serbian President Milan Milutinovic said 
his side, too. was ready to sign, but only 
to the political part, and only "under the 
precondition that they accept all of our 
complaints." He did not elaborate on the 
complaints. 

As for a NATO military force to imple- 
mentthe deal, a key part of the Interna- 


tional peace plan, Milutinovic said: “We 
reject it." 

During a second day of talks in Paris, it 
appeared the mediators' strategy was to 
try to get the Serbs on board rather than 
have the Albanians sign right away, uni- 
laterally. 

Phil Reeker, chief spokesman for the 
talks, said at midday chat "small meet- 
ings" were being conducted, “just to see 
if the Serbs are determined in engaging at 
all in a process." 

Asked if the Serbs were, in fact, engag- 
ing, he said he couldn’t yet respond. 

But sources inside the talks, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said the Serbs 


SERBIA SEEKS ARREST OF TOP 
KOSOVO NEGOTIATOR 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Serbia on 
Tuesday sent to French police 
nil international arrest warrant 
for Hashim Thacl, head of the 
ethnic Albanian ream negotiat- 
ing a Kosovo peace deal in 
Paris, the official Tanjug agency 


UKRAINE TO 
SHUTDOWN 
CHERNOBYL 
REACTOR 

KIEV (AP) — Ukraine's govern- 
ment ordered that an idle reac- 
tor at the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant be shut down per- 
manently in compliance with 
its earlier pledge to fully close 
the station, a news agency 
reported TUesday. 

In a resolution approved 
Monday, the Cabinet ordered 
the Energy Ministry to' draft 
and implement a plan for the 
gradual dosure of Chernobyl's 
reactor No. 2, the Interfax news 
agency said. 

. No deadlines were set for 
implementing the resolution. 

Reactor No. 2 has remained 
in standby mode since 1991, 
when it was .damaged in a fire. 

The government has been 
considering restarting it, but 
has had to drop the plan, say- 
ing it cannot raise the $1 00 mil- 
lion needed to put the reactor 
back on line. 

Events at Chernobyl have 
drawn worldwide attention 
since 1986, when the plant’s 
reactor' No. 4 exploded in the 
world’s worst nudear accident. 

Ukraine, urged by the West, 
has promised to dose all of 
Chernobyl's four reactors by 
2000, and already has shut 
down the plant's reactor No. 1 
in compliahce with the 
pledge. 


Tanjug said Serbia is demand- 
ing the arrest and extradition of 
the ethnic Albanian representa- 
tive, whose delegation on 
Monday accepted the peace 
accord drafted during a first 
round of talks last month at 
Rambouillet in France. 


Thaci, 30, is wanted for a 
series of "attacks on the police" 
for which he was tried in absen- 
tia in 1997 and sentenced to 10 
years in prison. 

He Is one of 14 members of 
the separatist Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) against 



Two Indonesian men carry u sola in Iron! o* a burniiuj house while an other ,m 
tries to put the fire out yesterday after some IS houses belonyincj to Muslims 
> set alight by unknown attackers in front of Ambon's main Al Fatah 


BITTER SANTER SAVAGES 
FRAUD REPORT 


WORLD 


were proposing amendments thaw* 
limit ethnic Albanian autonomy A dta. 
matic source said the proposals^ 
significantly change the deal, andZ 
totally unacceptable." 

For their part, the Albanians dlsonsd 
military implementation with NATO 
European Union experts, said Vttu 
Surroi, one or the Albanian delegate 

Tile agreement would give the** 
Albanian majority in Kosovo wide 
cal autonomy, while keeping die province 
within Serbia's borders, The plan 
vldes for NATO troops to enforce i, 
something Serb-led Yugoslavia coaintn 
to reject. 


whom Serbia has issued arresi 
warrants on charges of "terror- 
ist activities." 

His team’s acceptance of the 
pence deal has increased pres- 
sure on Serbia to sign up to the 
accord or face possible NATO 
air strikes. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - ^cd 

E^an Commission President 

1 japes Santer on Tuesday bit- 

2 attacked the conclusions 
of an independent fraud report 
that triggered the downfall or 
ibe Eli executive. 

Santer said the report had 
depleted an Image of “gencral- 
iad Irresponsibility” in the 
commission. "That image was 
Wong and i don’t accept the 
one of the conclusions which 
wre shocking "he said. 

Tie commission's decision to 

pesign had been a political 
ad." have assumed our 
responsibility even though we 
think the report is unbalanced." 
file report, drawn up by five 
independent experts appointed 
by the European Parliament, 
accused the commission of los- 
ing control over fraud and cor- 
niption in its ranks. 

Santer acknowledged that 
die document had highlighted 
deficiencies in the commis- 
sion's administrative proce- 
dures and one case of a com- 
missioner abusing her powers 
of patronage, a reference to 
Flench Commissioner Edith 
Cresson, who was severely crit- 
icized for giving a close friend a 
top job for which he had no 
apparent qualifications. 

But he underlined that it had 
given “no Indication of fraudu- 
lent behavior, corruption or 
personal enrichment on the 
pat of the commission.” 



Bf linn parliament 


|'‘V/ M 


On a personal level, Santer 
said he had emerged "whiter 
than white,” and with the "nec- 
essary credibility and dignity," 
to can y on at the helm of what 
is now a caretaker commission. 

The commission resigned en 
masse in the early hours of 
TUesday after it became dear 


that. If it did not go of ns own 
accord, it would be sacked by 
the parliament. 

Santer confirmed that the 20 
commissioners who have 
resigned, including Cresson. 
would continue to exercise 
their functions until EU govern- 
ments make a decision about 


how to replace them. 

A majority of the commis- 
sioners are expected to be 
reappointed by their national 
governments. France is seen as 
unlikely to reappoint Cresson 
as this would Inevitably trigger 
a new tycle of confrontation 
with the parliament. 


pat of the commission. lues aay arrer re uc> - oll “- w ■ ^ ^ 1 — - — 

TOP BOSNIAN CROAT POLITICIAN SERIOUSLY 
HURT IN CAR BOMB BLAST 


ROME — tally's center-right opposition leader Silvio Berlusconi sal 
oh lliesday the country's next president should dissolve parliament 
and call fresh elections after a referendum to change the voting sys- 
tem in April. Italy's upper and lower houses of parilament were due 
to elect a new head of state in May. just weeks after Italians will be 
asked to vote for a system to scrap the remaining pro|»rBonal rep- 
resentation element used in direct elections. Berlusconi, head of the 
conservative Fora Italia party said he would not propo* my «ndv 
date for the presidency but urged die next head of state to dissolve 
parliament if the referendum was successful — Reuters. 

Ntt in UN 

hcHfoester crush In Haiti 

PORT-AU-PRINCE — No survivors were found at die wreckage site of 
a UN lielicopter that crashed while carrying 13 people at the week- 
■ end , a UN spokesman said TUesday. "It is completely burned. saidUN 
spokesman Daniel Amiot-Priso. who added that the helicopter 
crashed in rugged terrain. , , . 

The helicopter carrying six Argentines, one US citizen and a six- 
peison Russian Bight crew disappeared late Sunday, 

The MI-8 helicopter left Port-au-Prince at 7:25 p.m. Sunday (0025 
GMT Monday), and the UN Mission in Haiti lost radio contact with the 
craft minutes later. UN spokesman Fred Eckhand said in New fork. 

Hie flight was en route to Cap Haitien to rescue an Injured Finn, he 
said — Agence France Pressc. 

Thrr° wnrs in prison 
hr ael1 banned books 

BERING — TWo farmers have been sentenced to prison for trying to 
sell banned political books In Beijing, a rights group said Tuesday. 

The Beijing No. 2 Intermediate People's Court on Monday sen- 
: tenced Wang Sliiquan to three years and Zheng Zhlkao to two and a 

. half years in prison on a charge oF illegally managing a business, the 

Hong Kong-bascd Information Center of Human Rights and 
f Democratic Movement in China reported. . 

1 The move was an effort to stop books deemed critical of the rul- 
ing Communist Party from entering the market, the rights group sa 
— Associated Press. 

Pakistan 8 militants get 
rirvcshh penalty for imirttolt 


WWJEVO (AFP) — A top Bosnian Croat 
politician was undergoing neurosurgery 
tfter being seriously hurt In a car bomb 
Nait on Tuesday which shattered the rela- 
te calm of post-war Sarajevo. 

Jozo Leutar, deputy interior minister of 
Muslim-Croat Federation, was wound- 
when his car blew up as he was being 
droen down one of the capital's main 
streets shortly before 8:00 a.m.. 

Gsman Duric, head of the medical team 
toting him, said In a statement that 1 
l«itar, 45, was undergoing surgery to 
relume a piece of shrapnel which had pen- 
etrated his skull and lodged In his brain. ■ 
The injuries were said to be life-threat- 
ening. According to UN officials, the two 
nther people in the car were slightly 
injured. 

‘The attack amounted to "an explosive 
device against all Croats in Bosnla- 
Jieicegovifia,“ a Croat metnber of Bosnia's 
Joint presidency, Ante Jelavlc, told reporters 
visiting Leutar. 

Jelavlc said the Croat leadership would 
‘remand an international Investigation over 
•he case. Three and a half years after the 
rerb siege of the city was lifted, bombings 
^ become relatively rare and thl9 attack 
tocely condemned by the internaddn: 

“community. .'■> ' ' 


“The Office of the High Representative 
(OHR) deplores the car bombing In Sarajevo 
this morning," Ja mes Fergusson, 
spokesman for Bosnia’s top international 
official, Carlos Wcstendorp,. told a press 
conference. , _ 

"The OHR is aware of Leutar s strong 
stance in the fight against corruption In 
Bosnla-Hercegovlna," he said. 

The US embassy offered help in the 
Investigation. “The United States regards 


such terrorism as an assault on democracy," 
an embassy statement said . The association 
of Croat war veterans blamed the attack on 
the Muslims and called for a Croat boycott 
of Bosnia's institutions. 

The Muslim-Croat federation Is one of 
post-war Bosnia's two entities, along with 
the Bosnian Serb one. Progress In building 
Its Institutions has been slow, Its compo- 
nents having to overcome abiding mistrust. 



MULTAN — A Pakistani anti-terrorism court here Tuesday handed I 
down the death penalty to three religious militants charged with 
killing a senior official, court officials said. I 

Zahld Karim, Shaflqur Rehman and Habibur Rehman. all from Sunni 
Muslim extremist group Slpah-i-Sahaba ftkistan gunned dowii a 
deputy commissioner, Ali Reza, a Shia Muslim, at Khanewal in Punjab 
province in 1996, they said. ... . 1 

One of the official's bodyguards was also killed and two other peo- 1 
pie were injured in the attack. 

The convicts have the right to appeal to a high court within seven 
days, officials said, after the verdict was announced in the city s cen- 

'"punJahTMaan's hugest province, has been plagued by tensions 
between religious militants from majority Sunni and 1 ndnont y Shi a 
communities, resulting In hundreds of tit-fot-tat killings In recent 
years — Agence France Presse. 

ftnf r" le slberlon 


I BERING — A severely anemic tiger has recovered after recelvinga 
bipod transfusion In a wildlife medical facility In GuIRn, southwest 
China, the official Xinhua news agency said TUesday _ ' 

. The six-year-old male Slberian tiger became anemic after It con- 
tracted rick fever last year at the Bear and Tiger Breeding Mountain 

Village in Cuilln, Xinhua said. 

1 The keepers tried to treat the . Illness with drugs but the animal | 

became etradated and Its for fell out. , . 

Veterinarians collected blood samples and gave die t™ 

transfusion art March 4.:the tiger has since regained its heahh — 
■; Agence France Prease 
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AMMAN — Total Investment in Jordan shot up by 147 percent 
between Jan. 1 and March 10 compared with the same period 
last year, an official said Hresday. 

Foreign investments reached 22.2 million dinars (S3 1.2 mil- 
lion), or 33 percent of the overall investments compared with 
only three percent during same period of 1998, said Muntaser 
Oqlah, director general of the Investment Promotion 
Corporation. 

U.S. and Canadian investments ranked first with 9 million 
dinars (SI 2.7 million), followed by Arab investments which 
amounted to 2.4 million dinars ($3.4 million) and European 
investments which totaled 700,000 dinars ($986,000), said 
Oqlah. 

The investments included hospitals and hotels, as well as agri- 
cultural and Industrial projects, which made up 87 percent of 
overall investments, Oqla said. 

Oqlah said that between Jan. 1 and March 10 there was a total 
of 41 projects with investments totaling 66.4 million Jordanian 
dinars ($93.5 million) compared with 28 projects worth 26.9 
million dinars ($37.9 million) during the same period last year 
— Associated Press. 


AMMAN — Share prices rose, but turnover dropped on the I 
stock exchange for the nioqjh of February, a market report said 
Tuesday. 

Brokers attributed the sluggish activity in February to political 
uncertainty in the region and the absence of new investors in 
the market floor. 

The marker report, reflecting activity of 17 business days end- 
ing 28th February, said the 60-company general share prices 
index rose by 2.22 percent to 182.54 points from 178.57 points 
injanuary. 

Shares of industrial firms shot up by 2.57 percent, commercial 
banks by 2.15 percent, services sector by 2.09 percent, while 
the Insurance sector declined by 0.57 percent. 

Turnover slipped in February by 5.4 percent, to 44.1 million 
Jordanian dinars ($62.1 million), compared with 46.6 million 
dinars ($65.6 million) injanuary. the report said — Associated 
Press. 


visits the PNA 

A DELEGATION FROM 26 Jordanian companies in various indus* 
trial sectors, visited the Palestinian National Authority, with a 
view to consolidating economic relations between the two 
nations. . . , ••• 

Chairman of tip; Jordanian Exporters Association, Kamal 
' Qdqlsh ■ said, “the/ Jordanian exporters' delegation' .to the 
Palestinian territories Was a continuation pf the. associations 
activities In, the .Palestinian market aimed at boosting -hade. 

1 between us." 

. He' added, "the Jordanian delegation met with Chairman 
Arafat' arid the Palestinian Minister of Economy and Hade , to 
discuss ways of enhancing the volume of trade and overcoming 
obstacles that hinder, exchange between t(ie two nations." , 

, ‘"The Palestinian National Authority imports about 13 Hlllot).' 
either from Israeli industry or through Israel.. Our Mpartt to | 
Palestinian territories amount to only . $30 ipillions annually. 
Therefore, we plan to enlarge the volume if Jordan's exports to 
at least 1 0* of the Palestinian imports, t|iat is $300 millions ' ' 
hestld-^TtaArabballyi ■ r r ' ' • : : 
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NEW AGREEMENT EXPANDS 
QIZs IN JORDAN 


US Trade Representative Charlene 
Barsliefsky has designated the Gateway 
Industrial Park along the border between 
Israel and Jordan as die second Qualifying 
Industrial Zone (QIZ) from which goods can 
enter the United States duty-free. 

"One year and nine days ago, we mer 
here to inaugurate the first Israel i- 
Jordanlan QIZ, a complex of businesses and 
factories employing about 1,100 people at 
Irbld in Jordan. ...” Barshefskysaid March 15 
at a signing ceremony to designate the new 
duty-free zone. 

“Today, we are here to declare that 
experiment a resounding success. The Irbid 
QIZ has already outgrown Its initial bound- 
aries. It now includes more than 50 facto- 
ries - Including a textile factory with a 
direct American stake... this is a truly 
remarkable development. At Irbld we see 
Israelis and Arabs working together, pros- 
pering together, building a future togeth- 
er," Barshelasky said in a press released by 
US embassy in Amman. 

"One year and nine days ago, we met 
here to inaugurate the first Israel i- 
Jordanlan QIZ whose products would be 
eligible for duty-free shipment to the 
■ Unjted States. 

"Last year I predicted employment might 
grow rapidly to 1700 workers; but today 
Irbid employs more than 4,000 people," 
Barshefasky said 

As Minister Sharansky said last year, with 
the Irbld project "the fruits of peace are 
evident to anybody with eyes to see and 
ears to hear," the US Embassy's press 
release mentioned. 

Barshefasky continued "this is a truly 
remarkable development. And In this pro- 
ject we have an example of what the 
Middle East can become: as economic 
cooperation develops, common Interests 


grow; international understanding deepens 
with them; and peace strengthens. 

"Today, we will begin by expanding the 
Irbid QIZ. We will designate 40 new 
hectares of land as eligible for inclusion in 
Irbid's duty-free treatment program. This 
will enable up to 30 new factories, employ- 
ing as many as 10,000 people according to 
our Jordanian friends, to take advantage of 
the duty-free privileges beginning as early 
as thisjune,” he added. 

■ The Gateway Project is six miles south of 
the Sheikh Hussein Bridge, along the Israel- 
Jordan border. In the beginning, this will 
include eight companies, and is likely to 
employ between three and four thousand 
people. These companies will break ground 
for the project in the months ahead, and a 
bridge will be constructed between the 
Israeli and Jordanian sides of the zone. 
Ground breaking for the new Gateway QIZ 
is expected to take place within the next 
few months. The first phase of develop- 
ment is likely to be completed early next 
year. 

Congress, under legislation passed in 
1996, authorized the elimination of duties 
on articles produced in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, and in Qualifying Industrial 
Zones in Israel and Jordan, and also in 
Israel and Egypt. The first shipment of 
goods produced at the Irbid QIZ began 
entering the United States early this year. 

According to the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (J1EC), the QIZ in Irbid 
Al-Hassan Industrial Estate (HIE) accommo- 
dates within its boundaries (59) industries 
with a total investment ofJOD 120 million. 
Furthermore, these industries were directly 
responsible for creating {4 160) jobs Most 
depend for their revenue on export to Arab 
and foreign countries, with a special stress 
on the US after qualifying HIE as the first 


' QIZ in the world. Its products now possess 
tlie status of being both quota and tariff- 
free. 

Products will be eligible in two ways; 
firstly, at least one-third of the 35"o of the 
value added or (1 !.&"<>) must be contributed 
by a Jordanian manufacturer and the 
remainder by any combination of input 
from the QIZ, Israel and West Bank/Gaza 
Strip. Efforts are ongoing to decrease the 
Israeli (11.7%) to become (7%) for high-tech 
products and (8ty In other products, for a 
period of 12 months from the date of 
approval by the QIZ committee. 

Secondly, Jordanian and Israeli manufac- 
turers must each maintain at least 20% of 
the total production cost of goods eligible 
for duty-free treatment, excluding profits. 
This percentage includes; originating mate-' 
rials, wages and salaries, design and R&D, 
depreciation of capital, investment anil 
overhead expenses. 

Furthermore, all manufacturers in the 
QIZ Jordan have the additional incentive of 
mixing and matching the above two 
requirements. The Jordanian side can 
either satisfy its share solely from the first 
or the second way. Or it may satisfy its 
share by mixing both of them. 

The advantages of having a QIZ in Jordan 
include promoting exports, technology 
transfer, enhancing productivity, creating 
new jobs, and attracting foreign invest- 
ment; and All qualified products are tariff 
and quota-free; 

QIZ products had have a price compara- 
tive advantage against similar products 
exported to the US market. 

JIEC has already started in April 1998 an 
adjacent expansion with an area on 34.4 ha 
planed to be completed by the first half of 
1999. 





IMPORTANT FRAMER 
AGREEMENT SiGtlli 
BETWEEN JORDAN:^p 

A Tradi.- ami liivustmonl Framework 

between US ami Junta,, was signed on March IS bvS 
Representative Charlene Barshelsky and' LT 
Ambasssador Marwan Muasher. This agreement taw!! 
immediately, and is the United States' litst such .greaS 
Middle Cast, aiming to deepen and strengthen trade 
between the two nations. 

“Together with the Bilateral Investment Treaty we sta»i 
years ago, it |tlte TIIA| establishes a legal and taitm'MifcT 
dation that makes our trade relationship Far deepened 
than it is today" Batshersky said after the signing cetera™^ 
"in reccnt »«*. our relationship has grown from its 1*5*. 
in the Middle Cast peace process to a broader partnenhipite 
extends to economics .uid trade. K 

"The vision the late King Hussein laid out in his address toil* 
13th Jordanian parliament which led the way toward greater t®. 
nomic integration in the region, of WTO membership, pertiapttf 
a Middle Eastern free trade zone, is one we share and will pursue 
together with King Abdullah and his government," Barshefstysak! 
in a press release issued by the US embassy. 

"This agreement will open a permanent dialogue between the 
United States and the Kingdom on basic issues of trade in (be 
modern world: agriculture and industrials standards: intelteauaJ 
property rights; customs procedures; regulation of service indns- 
tries; Investment; marker access; trade-related aspects of labor 
and environmental policy; private sector dialogue and mudimm. 

“This dialogue will help Americans invest in trade with ibe 
Kingdom, and help Jordanians more easily to export to the 
American market. At the same time, we are continuing our wri 
with Jordan Toward its accession to the World Trade 
Organization." Barsliefsky said. 

"We strongly support Jordan’s WTO membership, and see this 
as an important part of our effort to harness their economic gains 
from the international trade and to expand foreign investment bi 
J ordan.” Barshefsky said. 

She added "we have a great future together. I am proud and 
happy to be here to sign this agreement today." 

Under the agreement, a council comprised of represeiwativH 
from both countries will meet regularly to discuss a widerangeof 
trade and investment issues. 

Last year US exports to Jordan totaled $535 million, while 
imports from Jordan to the US totaled $16 million. 
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UN DEVELOPS NEW 
ACCOUNTANCY QUALIFICATION 


T he United Nations has Formed an 
intemadonal Qualifications Organization 
(IQ.0) that will be concerned with 
developing an International standard on 
qualilications, and granting qualifying 
accountants global accreditation. This fol- 
lows a project presented by the Arab 
Society For Certified Accountants (ACA) 
requesting the accreditation of internation- 
al standards for accounting, and the Inter- 
national recognition of certified accoun- 
tants who have met these standards. 

“Hie foundation of IQO is a great chance 
for third world accountants to be recog- 
nized on an international basis, and be 
allowed equal opportunities. This agree- 
ment, when Implemented, will replace the 
existing. biased bilateral one that favors 
influential countries to have their way in 
choosing their partner," said Tfclal Abu 
Ghazaleh, Head of the ACA, and member of 
the IQO. 

The IQO will be asked to set a number of 
criteria by which International accredita- 
tion can be granted to accountants. All 
future accountants will have to meet the. 
educational, testing and qualifications stan- 
dards set by the IQO. 

. .As for accountants who. have already 


obtained their license, the IQO will com- 
pare their qualifications with the new ones, 
and grant them an International license if 
they are found to meet the minimum stan- 
dard. 

“As a member of the IQO agreement, 
Jordan has to abide by the new rules set by 
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South Korean chipmak- 
„ Hyundai Electronics will be able to 
Jan* cash to take over LG 
jaacan through asset sales, rights 
-jsjBind foreign investment but a 
months away from comple- 
noi analysts said on Utesday. 

Hymntal Electronics said on 

li was selling its chip-pack- 
uiTg subsidiary in the United States, 

Co, Tor 1550 million toU.S.- 
laed equity Investment companies. 
Only a month ago, the chip pro- 
ducer announced It raised $306 mil- 
too dirough equity and debt sales by 
i a US. affiliate, Maxtor Corp 
fyundai Electronics has already 
Wired more than half of what it 
mti to raise in foreign capital this 
. j«;' uid Rhee Ki-hong, analyst at 
; HSBC Securities. 'It can also issue 
new shares and sell more assets.' 

In January, LG Group [LUGG.CN| 
agreed to hand over the manage- 
ment of LG Semicon to Hyundai 
llwtronics as part of a government- 
inaed restructuring drive to cut 
wrapacity in key industries. 

But negotiations on takeover con- 
ations have stalled over the pricing 
oflfi Semicon. Hyundai is offering to 
pay about one trillion won ($8 1 6 mil- 
foil) but LG wants four trillion won 
in cash, industry sources said. 

Hyundai said the company 
, plained to bring in SI. 55 billion of 


foreign funds this year to improve its 
financial status, on top of the S2.I 
billion it raised overseas last year. 

It sold its U.S. non-memory chip 
affiliate Symbios Inc last July to LSI 
Logic Corp listed shares of Maxtor 
on the Nasdaq in the United States 
for $350 million and floated S50 mil- 
lion in convertible bonds. 

As a result, Hyundai Electronics' 
debt-to-equity ratio dropped to 446 
percent at the end of 1998 from 688 
percent a year earlier, a company 
spokesman said. 

‘We will be able to bring the ratio 


down further to 200 percent by the 
end of this year as we promised,' 
said the spokesman. 

The takeover of LG Semicon would 
not hinder Hyundai's plan to lower 
the debt ratio as LG's debt-to-equity 
ratio had been reduced to close to 
200 percent. 

Hyundai Electronics was saddled 
with about 10 trillion won of debts 
at the end of 1998, against equity of 
2.3 trillion won, while LG Semicoji 
had debts of 5.1 trillion won against 
2.1 trillion won in equity, analysts 
said. 



LG workers protesting against the takeover 


‘The progress of the talks seems to 
be a bit slow,' said Koo Hee-jin, ana- 
lyst at Daishin Economic Research 
Institute. 'But they will find the mid- 
dle ground ill a few months.' 

Analysts said Hyundai Electronics 
could hand over to LG all of the 
shares in telecommunications firm 
Dacom Corp held by Hyundai Group 
[HYGR.CN| companies, estimated to 
be worth 900 billion won. 

‘We think the takeover of LG 
Semicon would be completed by 
August,' said the Hyundai 
spokesman. 

The merger of the two Korean chip 
producers could lure big foreign 
names into strategic alliances, ana- 
lysts said. 

'Hyundai Electronics could emerge 
as the world's top memory producer. 
Then Intel Corp might be interested 
in tying up with Hyundai Electronics 
for supplies of memory chips,' said 
Rhee of HSBC Securities. 

Korean rival Samsung Electronics 
is currently the world’s largest mem- 
ory chip producer. 

Japanese chip producers, reluctant 
to expand capacity in an uncertain 
global climate, may also want 
Hyundai to be their supplier, Rhee 


THE MILESTONE THAT WASN'T 


the agreement and implement them » 
both national and global levels. Therefor 
the license of all Jordanian accountant w0 
be compared to the IQO standards, *" 
accordingly they will be able to obtain iffl 
International license," Abu Ghaa« 
added. 

The IQO qunllficotlpns agreement 
give n boost to national accounting by ^ 

ognizing this profession as one form qftfF 
vice. Therefor, and according ;»•*!■ m 
agreement on trade and services, 
fession will be able to pass intemajJon» 
borders and certified accountant* cjn 
accredited world wide. ; : :: 

“The standard qualifications agjepm? 
best serves accountants in.th* Arpb . . 
Unlike previously, they vyill be'^ W-” 
beyond their own national borders 
ing their services to nattoitfl^w IJJWj 
tlonal companies around. 

Abu Ghazaleh. •'■•'IvfeJE 

This agreement oblige* 
recognize a certified 
him accreditation to pfKttot •• 


T hat sighing noise you heard 
emanating from Wall Street 
last week was the sound of the 
nor hitting 10,000. The bal- 
\ boas the New York Stock Exchange 
| Pfanred to release when the venera- 
Dow Jones industrial average 
bate into five digits remained in 
s wp. Gallons of champagne 
'Gained undnmk. Packages of sto- 
planned by dozens of news orga- 
"“tons (including NEWSWEEK) 
•gained unread and unviewod. The 
which opened like gangbusters 
Jjj*' arousing expectations 
^hout the land, came within 
'•23 points of the magic number, 

7 1 *h«ti fell back. Think of It as 
«om)liennius interrupts. 

Normally, we don’t write about 
that don’t happen. But there 
much hype and heavy breath* 
^Surrounding Dow 10.000 that we 
resist noting the phenomenon, 
tar* truth, of course. Is that the 
reaching 10,000 has no eco- 
*** muling und no real stock- 
waning, either. It's purely 

Effrzl ind symbolic, wm a , 

to 10,000 in itself send . 
mshet, a, some-experts coil- 
'M lower, as others predict? 
s no reason It should do either.' 
ml millennial breakthrough ' 


came on Feb. 2, ( 

1998. when T*lt|tVTD{ j < 

the Standard & 

Poor's 500 Index. I 

the most Important broad market i 
Indicator on Wall Street and die one | 
to which about a trillion dollars is i 

indexed, finished above 1000 for the 

firet time. You didn’t notice? Join the' 
club. Tlie S&P 500 is. shall we say. 
charlsmatically challenged. 

On Friday, the Dow closed some 
124 points below die luminous 
10,000 level. That sounds like a big i 
gap, but It wouldn’t take much 
movement to close It. Here's why 
The Dow Is an arithmetical average. 
Ybu add up the prices of the 30 
stocks In the average and divide. 
Because Dow Jones adjusts the divi- 
sor to reflect stock splits and 
changes In -the - companies that make . 

up the elite llsi^ you (lonT divide the 

shares' total price by 3() to dqrlve.tM 
Dow. Rather,' “yqji.. diyltik, by; 

■ 0.22522230; TTlua/ i $J change in . 
the share -price ofWI df W* Do * ;' 

poima. 

point Dow lpoild wjB;es(dMng.«pY. . 

- a move of,7? [c^apef BWg*. 
gives ydu - 1<» point^ JOK, Wr 
points.) A mpife of ? 

a share per stock- shove ' Fj-idays 


dose will drive the Dow into five- 
digit land. 

For that matter, the Dow would 
have long since crossed 10,000 had 
its guardians added Microsoft to the 
list of industrials two years ago 
rather than adding Hewlett-Packard. 
Or if the Dow had replaced one or 
two of its low-flying oil. or Industrial 
stocks with a techie or two. Then 
again, had. the Dow not tossed out 
wobbly Woolworth (now less-than- 
vlbrant Venator) and replaced It with 


Wal-Mart, the Dow wouldn't be near 
10,000. This shows how arbitrary the 
whole Dow thing is. Does any of this 
make the Dow less popular? Not a . 
jot. The S&P 500. in which stocks are 
weighted by their total stock-market 
value rather than by their share 
prices, is a much more elegant and 
representative indicator. If the Dow 
didn't already exist, no one would 
Invent It today. But It’s here, and it's 
not going away any time soon. 

By Allan Sloan 
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M ake-up artists now, it does not sit on the skijn for a can leave rile face looking dull 

seems, are only using long time.-' They also believe and lifeless- especially on the 

pearly, metallic tex- that these shades are so lips and the eyes. On the other 

tures. They believe that this refined, they can sit in wrinkles hand lipsticks with a bit of a 

type of make-up is not as and reflect the light so lines dis- sheen make lips look youthfull 

greasy as the ones before and it appear. For them matt make-up and piump too. 


DUFFELS EVERYWHERE 


Shis spring That very appealing, 
Duffel bags are round shape comes 

on the roll. - in lots of sizes and 

'• fabrics, from sporty 

I ■ nylon to gingham 

/ checks to dark 

Vw .. denim. You can use 

t * iem everywhere 
and for everyday. You 

f can stu ^ them f° r 

I t * ley are s P ac,ous ’ 

V an d roomy able to 

^ siwr carry your stuff, like 


cell phones, filofax 
es, wallets and hair 
brushes without 
looking too big and 
bulky. Smaller ones 
are perfect for casual 
evenings, with your 
casual outfit, where 
you can throw your 
lipstick and keys. 
These bags are very 
trendy colorful and 
neat. 





mmm m 
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■T BH 'ffll IjB gj gg ■ , M m J. Taffff 


: • Do always choose dear rather than dull. . elery. For they areeasi- * Do always check If 

piarls that are., is ’.'Don't store your ly scratched. . ; the thread that con- 

round as possible, and peflHs with other jew- ° Don't allow con- nects them together is 
tact with perfume, hair always strqng and 
Spray and body lotion. . does not heed fixing. 

• Don't use cleaning • Don't wait till they 
solutions to dean break loose, and you 
them. lose them. Necklaces 

* ! Do' use a sliqple that are worn fre- 
. V/ay of-polishlng-; them qt^ntly need, fixing 
by using a ^ to tlme . - • 


SIZE FINDERS 


PARIS (AP) — Young designers carried the open- 
ing day Sunday of Paris fall-winter 1999-2000 
ready-ro-wear collections, steeped in mohair nnd 
enthusiasm and pleasant surprises. 

The first day of showings is often a slow 
starter, but the air crackled with expectation at 
the Louvre Carrousel theaters, where the hefty 
price tag for space was chopped from dlrs 17,500 
to dlrs 7,000 so youth could have its day. 

Nothing looked startling or even ftituristic. 
though there was much to please in these 
younger collections. 

Ralph Kemp, 33, made a hit with his tribal 
details from Alaska, Central or South America, 
plus a map of the Americas on the runway. He 
used natural fabrics that went from jersey to 
leather to terry doth, with plenty of mohair, to 
create looks that were both wild and sophisticat- 
ed. 

His black, white and gray mohair trouser out- 
fits were good city gear. Leather was used to pay 
tribute to North American Indians, with gold- 
painted knees under hitched-up miniskirts. His 
huge fake monkey-fur coats in red or white 
roused the crowd. Kemp, all French despite the 
AngJlo-Saxon-sounding name, studied design in 
Paris and worked with Charftal Thomass, Marithe 
and Francois Girbaud and Kenzo. He now has 
two Paris boutiques and one in Lyon. 

“I especially admired die beaded jewelry and 
accessories," said artistic designer Jean-Charles 
. de Castelbajac. in the audience. 

Christian Le Drezen’s show for the millennium 
was positively medieval, shown among puffs of 
smoke from a steam machine. The 32-year-old 
Breton spent years working as a chef. But he gave 
up the sauces for the fabrics In 198G. 

After a start in New York with Roth Import, a 
bridal wear boutique, Lc Drezen worked with 
Kenzo and Dior before creating jewelry, cos- 
tumes and launching his own ready-to-wear line 
in 1997. His remarkable clothes were long, yet 
appealingly wearable. 


The long open-work weave coat In gray J 
mohair with embroidery over wide cottol 1 
trousers with a fisherman's apron had echoesof 1 
his roots in France's sea-faring region of Bjina* j 
Long, strapless dresses with attractive la* 1 
tops, fabulous blue-gray ribbed sweaters wittily 1 
cowl collars paired with checked longskimml J 
trousers had the clearly modem-medieval line. |j 
Beautiful silk wrap dresses and tunics - often 9 
over figured net or tulle skirts • and teniAc 3 
mohair coats or crochet dresses completed le 2 
Drezen’s fashion picture. The audience liked It, 
and Le Drezen's grandmother, M*rie Louise- t » 
Boussard, was delighted to kiss her grandson for - Dj 
the cameras. .g 

Mohair is big with the young designing set, hi 
and Stella Cadente used plenty of it. She (fid 
mohair tunics, fitted jackets and fringes for long 
skirts, dresses and coats. 

Cadente’s background is all f“ . 

French, from design school at 
Academic Bcrcot to stints at Uf.U A|jj 
Corinne Cobson and Claude 
Montana. Pleated long skirts : :V : ; ' 

with mohair short sweaters, 
slinky mohair dresses, and 
open wide mohair jackets 
over bare navels and low- 
slung skirts were her forte. 

Hie dressier clothes fur 
this urban jungle look includ- 
ed high-waisted empire line 
gray or while dresses with 
sparkling details, demure 
but sexy. 

Rooster leathers made a 
few funny bibs and added 
detail to minicoats. And off- 
white Capucin monk-like 
garaments with their hoods 
and crystal beads plunged 
any thoughts of the 
Millennium back towards the 


thinking. But where Cadente 
to me of mtdity-for-effect. Briefs 
Uto show off winter warm jack- 
Eor mohair look, these days, like 
tfosfabbing. 1 

Les on, new stars may shine at 
Ik. houses. Fashion-watchers 
Eh) Yves Saint Laurent's Rive 
Lur Monday, designed for the 
Iff Bbaz Instead of the master 


formeiiy fori Lagerfeld's assis- 
showtng the Balmain collection, 
fanp is showing for the first 
die, and die Nina Ricci collection 
UeGervais. 



w 4on you were 
afraid of ending up with a hard- 
edged look. You don't have to 
match your lipstick or draw a 
perfect outline. Now pencils 
can work as lipsticks or gloss, 
giving you either a glossy look 
or a matt, creamy look. Be 
adventurous when it comes to 
blending colors and textures 
and try all. 

Here are some different 


[A MAKE-UP TIPI 


There's a new soft leek for lips this 
season. Use a neutral lip liner pencil 
rather than a color to define the 
outer edges of your lips and to pre- 
vent your lipstick '^bleeding". 



VJhaf «8o you weur if 
ymi 155*0 gtflws stzo or 
pSiVito ska? 

Clothes differ In size and 
shape, they either compli- 
ment your look or steal your 
look away. Wear what suits 
you and what makes you feel 
divine. 


1. Wear a V-neck top that is 


fitted, but not too tight, for 
it will look trimmer. 

2. To create a longer leaner 
look, wear a hip-length jacket 
and asymmetrical rank top. 

3. If you want to put on a pair 
of jeans, wear a looser fit,, 
these would be much better 
for you, than tight Jeans. 

4. A below the knee length 
dress would look fabulous. 


.1.- Wear a slightly shorter 
skirt, than the knee length. 

■2. A highet hemline dress( a 
dresi with a high vyaist) with 
a V-neck be$t suits your 
smaller proportions. 

3. Never wear 1 too big tops, 
chose cropped cardigans. 

4. Always^ wear sjjm-fittirtg 

dark denimjeans.aiopg with 
lohg sleeved tees. , . 



kinds of lip liners that are in 
fashion: 

° If shimmery lips is the look 
you are after, then use pencil 
duos. 

" If creamy, stained lips is the 
look you are after, then use 
thick pencils with a creamy tex- 
ture. 

8 If a multi-look lips is the 
look you are after, Then use 
skinny sticks. These leave your 
lips looking sexy, smoky and 
well defined, maybe with a bit 
of shine. 






• Um individual 
iMher around 
th« outer tar- 

:!• 


RULA DAJANI 


Fashion Editor 



WHO WEARS WHAT IN LIPSTICK? 


iyra Banks: wears Cover Girl Lip Slicks. / _ 

Helena Christensen: wears the Body Shop coloring lip liner No l . 

Cindy Crawford: wears " Revlon Red", "Pure Red" Lipstick. . •'"’"v v’ - .' 

Carla Brunt: Guerlain lipstick. • ; 

Linda Evangelista: Prescriptives lip gloss. Bobbi Brown lip liner “Rose” and "Natural" and MAC- 
"Spice" lip liner 

Naomi Campbell: Bobbi Brown lip gloss. 

Elle Macpherson-. Max Factor lip gloss. CUnique "Black Honey" Almost lipstick. ; .* '. ' 

Jerey Hall: Vaseline. 

Claudia Schiller: Revlon "Toast of New York" lipstick and ColorStay llp.liner in “Nude". 

Kate Moss: Prescriptives lip gloss. 

Actresses: 

Gillian Anderson: MAC " Marrakesh” 

Pamela Anderson: Clinique “ Honey Gloss" lipstick, Lancome " Ainandelle" lip liner and "Naif" lipstick. 
Jennifer Aniston: BeneFit "Mocha Frosting", MAC and Stila. 

Sandra Bullock: Bobbi Brown "Fudge" Lip Gloss. 

Drew Barrymore: Chanel "Vamp", other dark lipsticks and Stila lip shines. 

Neve Campbell: Stila “Luce”, MAC “Mocha” lipstick and “Spice". 

Salma Hayek: Revlon "Stone". 

Gwyneth Parltrow: Stila "Robin" and BeneFit "Bene Fit”. 

Singers: 

Mel B ( Scary Spice): MAC 

Emma (Baby Spice): Rimmel lipstick In pastel colors. 

Ceri Halliwell (ex. Ginger Spice): MAC and Perspectives. 

Mary J. Belige: MAC " Viva Glam II" and “Spice" liplinei. 

Jewel: Clinique Glosswear in Honeybee. 

Madonna: MAC "Russian Red", Trucco “Blood Red" and Vincent Longo ” Cherry" llpstaln. 

Monika: MAC "Odyssey" and "media" lipsticks and MAC lip liner. 

Alanis Morrisette: NARS paradise Lipstick. 

Xfenessa Williams: Trucco "Sienna Suede" lip liner. 





: Health editor 


■Mi tfj! 


Lp(a) is a nasty type of chlesrerol that is so tough to get rid of 
that even diet doesn't seem to budge it. Most cholesterol-reduc- 
ing dmgs don't help much either. But research From Hong Kong 
offers confirmation that. Tor women, estrogen- replacement 
therapy may reduce levels of this independent risk factor for 
heart attack and premature blood-vessel disease. 

Ninety one women who had hysterectomy took either estrogen- 
i - epiacenienr therapy or a placebo for six months. When taking 
estrogen, their concentration of Lp(a) decreased by nearly 10%. 
That's nearly as good as what you'd get with niacin, the other 
known Lp(a) fighter. 

The trouble with niacin is that it's tough to get people to take it 
regularly, as it increases Feelings of flushing, it's possible that 
part of the beneficial effects of estrogen on heart health are due 
to the lowering of Lp(a), say researchers at the Johns Hopkins 
Ckcarone Center for the Prevention of Heart Disease. This study 
adds to the growing list of other studies that indicate that 
estrogen lias favorable effects on cardiovascular risk factors. 
Researchers suspect that lowering Lp(a) could lower the risk of 
heart attacks and strokes, but they're not yet sure by exactly 
how much. 

Finding a way to lower Lp(a) is important, as it is sometimes the 
only factor that’s in the danger zone in some people with a 
strong family history of heart disease. Scientists are not yet 
ready to say that estrogen should be used if Lp(a] is the only risk 
factor, though studies have shown that high Lp(a) by itself 
increases a person's risk oflieart disease. 

Researchers don't yet recommend an Lp(a) test for everyone. 
Currently, it's mostly used for people whose other risk factors 
are borderline high or for people who don't have those risk. fac- 
tors but who have a strong family history of heart disease. 


URINARY 

TRACT 

INFECTIONS 



D owned before and 
after a pelvic exam, 
water can decrease 
your risk of Urinary Tract 
Infections |UTI) like cystitis. 

A study conducted at the 
College of Medicine in 
Chicago, checked the records 
of 56 women with UTIs. 
Nearly half of them had pelvic 
exams within the last 60 days 


NEW ORLEANS — "While tltc 
causes and strategies lor pre- 
:m are unclear fur many health 
problems, the evidence that ultravi- 
olet radiation from the sun causes 
skin cancer is overwhekning and 
convincing," stated James M. 
Spencer, M. D„ Director, Division of 
Dermatology Surgery, Mount Sinai 
Medical Center, New York. 
“However, despite an enormous 
body of evidence supporting the 
dangers of ultraviolet radiation, 
there is a small minority of 
researchers who have advanced the 
notions tliat exposure to ultraviolet 
radiation prevents skin cancer and 
tliat sunscreens do more Harm 
than good.” 

Speaking today at die American 
Academy of Dermatology's 57th 
Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Dr. 
Spencer discussed die hypothesis 
that tanning prevents cancer. The 
idea that tanning prevents cancer 
comes from the observation that 
die incidence of breast, colon, and 
prostate cancer decreases as one 
moves towards the equator. While 
this observation is generally mie. 
notable exceptions indude the low 
colon cancer rate 


Japanese (a nortlietn mutiny) and 
among Eskimos. Utilizing this guu- 
grophic variation, some resemdivrs 
hove speculated that the greater 
sun exposure in southern count lies 
accounts for- the lower cancer rates. 
"Many cancers vary in frequency 
from one region to another in ways 
that do not correlate with sun 
intensity," stated Dr. Spencer. "Diet, 
lifestyle, racial variants, and chemi- 
cal exposures are all variables." 
Despite the lack of any supporting 
evidence, some researchers have 
conduded thar increased sun expo- 
sure leads to increased vitamin D in 
the body whidi accounts for die 
protective effect. "While vitamin D 
is manufactured in the skin in 
response to ultraviolet radiation, 
dietary supplements with vitamin 
D have not had any impact on can- 
cer in several studies," continued 
Dr. Spencer. 

“Tlie possible role of vitamin D 
to prevent cancer certainly 
deseives exploration," stared Dr. 
Spencer. "However, sudi a role lias 
not been demonstrated, and if it 
ever is, it is certainly a better idea to 
get vitamin D from diet and vitamin 
ills than from tanning. To recom- 


mend hying < m resell .it (lie lv.nli m 
ill an indoor tanning salmi in pre- 
vent cancer is ck\nlv ill advised at 
this [mini." 

The second idea, that sun- 
screens are bad fiir ymi, dunes 
from a handful ul epidemiologic 
studies. In these studies, sunscreen 
users were* compared to luuntscrs. 
“file problem with these types of 
studies is that not all people's skill 
cancer risk is the same," stated Dr. 
Spencer. ‘Tnir-skinned people who 
sunburn easily are* at much greater 
risk of skill cancer than dark- 
skinned people who tan easily. Of 
course, the fair-skinned people 
who bum easily are the ones who 
use sunscreen, and of course, this 
group lias a higher incidence of 
skin cancer. To conclude that sun- 
screens are therefore dangerous is 
similar to concluding Lh.it since die 
use of condoms has increased dur- 
ing the AIDS epidemic, condoms 
may cause AIDS." 

Skin cancer is the most common 
fomi of cancer. In lad, the inci- 
dence of skin cancer exceeds the 
incidence of all other cancels com- 
bined and this me of nccumiiic is 
increasing rapidly. 


U is well-established that exn> 
•'Uiv to ultraviolet radiation can* 
•-kin cancer as well as wrinMts »i ' 
discolorations. Broad-speomn 
sunscreens arc part of an efleoh, 
prevention strategy which al» 

indudes sun avoidance between 10 

a.m. and *1 p.m., wearing sin p» 
lective clothing, and seekingduk 
whenever possible. Don't fb$t 
the "Shadow Rule" - ifyourshadov 
is shorter than you are. thedara^. 
ing rays of the sun are at tha 
strongest and you are lifcfy to sm 
bum. 

The American Academy of 
Dermatology, founded in 1934 
is the largest, most influential 
and most representative of all 
dermatologic associations. 
With a membership over 
1 1 ,000 dermatologists world- 
wide. the Academy is commit- 
ted to: advancing the srienre 
and art of medicine and surgery 
related to the skin; advocating 
high standards in clinical prac- 
tice, education, and research in 
dermatology; supporting and 
enhancing patient care; aod 
promoting a lifetime of pea thet 
skin. hair, and nails. 



T here’s the gum mul 
the patch and now 
the needle. A study 
from Norway reveals that a 
combination of acupunc- 
ture techniques, electri- 
fied needles in the body, 


regular needles 
and acupressure to the ears, 
holds real hope lor those try- 
ing to quit smoking. At the 
end of the three week study, 
31% of the people in the 
group receiving the precisely 


CARROT 
RAISIN BREAD 

yields 16 slices 
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aimed treatments had quit 
smoking completely: none o' 
the people in a similar group 
who got needled the same 
way but in deliberately 
wrong spots, was able to 
quit. 


ish oil capsules taken 
folly are proving to he 
stremely beneficial ro 
n suffering for nunnli- 
istnial cramps. 

body substitutes 
capsules for some of 
cramp-making materi- 
ie body usually lias, 
ver, they don’t create a 
il cramp. This is excel- 
lews as it means that 
in now easily cut down 
emical cramp fighters, 
en 37 young women 
fish oil capsules twice 
for two months, they 
tarked improvement in 
rramps and other men- 
symptoms including 
a and headaches. They 
able to cut their usual 
ofen use In half. 

: so when they spent 
nonths taking a place- 
apsule. Women here 
little change in symp- 



toms or ibnprofen use dur- 
ing that time. The study is 
documented in the American 
Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology of April 1996. 


PdttRCNDs 
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ester, Minn. (UPl) — 
'ng in all sizes of 
the workplace is 
'Ing an Important venue 
iployees to obtain infer- 
n about how to stay 
That trend comes in 
fcause companies are 
« for ways to control 
are costs by teaching 
health habits. 

m Hagen, Mayo Clinic. 
8 that employers can 
M absenteeism, Increase 
y land lower their 
costs if they supply 
health information to 
lo y«s. And, healthl- 
can lead to a 
bottom line. 

^ pl!t two yean, Mayo 
hundreds of 
employee 
newsletters and self- 
■ “Companies with 
** U P to 100.000 
have turned to us 

Bis about health mat- 

n em Ployees," Dr. 
I 3 ) 8 * Some com nan 1*5 


Results are thought to apply In fish oil, called an omega- 
to older women as well as 3-fatty acid, in place of the 
teens. usual cramp-making stuff, 

Researchers suspect that an omega-G-fatty acid. When 
the body u ses the fatty acid the body tries to use the 

PURPLE GRAPE 
JUICE MAY BE 
GOOD FOR THE 
ARTERIES 






others find topics in our 
newsletter especially pertinent 
to their workplace, such as 
dealing with stress, how to get 
along with the boss, and bal- 
ancing work and family. 

“Workplace health informa- 
tion programs are appreciated 
by employees,’’ Dr. Hagen 
adds. "When employees have a 
reliable source to turn to, they 
can take care of everyday 
health problems themselves. 
They use the materials to fig- 
ure out whether or not they 
should see a doctor They use 
the information to prevent Ill- 
ness.” - 

To select the best materials 
for your employees, Dr. Hagen 
suggests this evaluation: Is the 
book, newsletter or online ser- 
vice from a reliable source? Is It 
quick to read and easy to 
understand? Does ft cover the 
most common reasons for sick- 


A study indicates drinking purple 
grape juice may be good for the 
heart. The report, presented at 
the American College of 
Cardiology’s annual session in 
New Orleans, suggests the nectar 
might delay die oxidation of the 


so-called “bad cholesterol'' In 
people with coronary arteiy dis- 
ease. “We know the oxidation of 
LDL cholesterol is a key contribu- 
tor to the development of ather- 
osclerosis, which is the build-up 
of plaque in die coronary arteiy” 


omega-3-fatry acid to build 
prosraglamlins. the prime 
stuff' believed to cause 
cramps, the resulting cramp 
is weaker than its usual self. 

This is the first study of 
fish oil’s effects on menstru- 
al symptoms. If other 
research reels in similar 
results, fish oil may be a nat- 
ural way of helping manage 
menstrual cramps. 

Fish oil may also be safer 
than the major cramp-reme- 
dy favorite, ibuprofen. 

People in the study took 
1.8mg of omcga-3 -fatty 
acids via one 0.9g specially 
made fish-oil dose two 
times a day. To get the same 
amount from eating fish, 
one would have to eat four 
to six ounces of some kind 
of fish that's high in otnega- 
3 oils such as salmon and 
sardines, to equal what's in 
the capsule. 

said John Folts, director of the 
Coronary Thrombosis Research 
Laboratory at the Lhwiersliy of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine 
and study co-audvor. 'Anything 
we can do to delay the onset of 
that oxidation should be benefi- 
cial." Tlie juice appeare to have 
antioxidant benefits, he said. 
"What is particularly interesting is 
that even in those people who 
were already taking vitamin E, 
which is a powerful antioxidant, 
we saw a delay in die onset of 
LDL oxidation when they con- 
sumed purple grape Juke," Folts 
said. 

By Lidia Wasowkz, (DPI) 


ANOTHER BRAIN AREA 
THAT DOES 


THE THINKING 




Researchers have identi- 
fied another area of the 
brain that takes part In the 
thinking process. ]t is called 
the motor cortex, an area 
previously thought to do 
nothing but control volun- 
tary movements. The scien- 
tists at the Minneapolis 
Veterans Affairs. Medical 
Center say the finding Is 
important in : understanding 
how.the brain's higher func- 
tions work and, perhaps. 
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ultimately Tn Identifying 
new approaches to brain 
disorders. Dr. Apostolos 
Georgopoulos says, "We 
were surprised to find that 
the motor cortex isn't just a 
slave to carrying out move- 
ments but is involved In 
planning those movements 
as well." The findings of the 
study conducted with, mon- 
keys were reported in 
Science. 

By Lidia WsoWlcz, (UPl) 


DEAR DR. GOTT* 
Which U safest for 


DEAR READER: This disarm- 
ingly simple question is actu- 
ally quite complex. 

Many nutritionists believe 
that Americans consume too 
much sugar. Although the sub- 
stance itself is safe for general 
use. a problem may arise 
because of quantity. Among 
other effects, sugar provides 
unnecessary {"empty") calo- 
ries that contribute to over- 
weight. 

Some authorities question the 
safety of heavy reliance on 
aspartame (NutraSweet or 
Equal) in children's diets. 
Again, the question is one of 
quantity. In addition, aspar- 
tame must not be used by 
people who have the genetic 
disorder called phenylke- 
tonuria IPKU). Similarly, sac- 
charine is probably best limit- 
ed to small doses. 

I believe that moderation is 
the best approach, although 
all three substances are proba- 
bly harmless in rite quantities 
ordinarily consumed. Potential 
trouble may arise if both nat- 
ural and synthetic sweeteners 
are ingested in excessive 
amounts. 

DEAR DR. GOTTI 
Two years ago, my 
p rostate specific im Hgoii 
blood todf wa 73 - My 

dx m o u H u laVen It was 
8 A He lu g gwti d a sec- 
ond repeat In she m o-H— t 
93 . Now, another six 
mo n tf w letter, Il b 113 . 
Should I bo doing nioroT I 
am 73 . i 

DEAR READER: Yes, you 
should. The normal PSA value 
is 0 to 4. Initially, yours was 
high but’ not worrisome. 
However, the Tact that it is 
climbing is ominous: 11.2 is 
clearly abnormal. In my opin- 
ion. your doctor should stop 
sitting on his hands and refer 
you to a urologist for prostat- 
ic ultrasound and biopsies! 
While your elevated PSA nray 
not reflect cancer, the prudent 
practitioner should check to 
: make sure. Don't delay in seek- 
cal consultation. 
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MICROSOFT, INTEL PUSHING 
WINDOWS NT IN TELECOM SECTOR 


NEWYORK — Microsoft and 
Intel Monday unveiled plans to 
grab a share of the fast-growing 
telecommunications equipment 
market by teaming up with 
Hewlett-Packard, a computer 
manufacturer, and Nortel, the 
Canadian telecommunications 
manufacturer. 

Having conquered the per- 
sonal computer market, 
Microsoft and Intel are now 
going after telecommunications 
equipment that combines cor- 
porate data and voice traffic on 
a single network. The market 
for such equipment is worth an 
estimated $250 billion per year 
and is dominated by companies 
such ns Cisco Systems and 
Lucent Technologies. Microsoft 
supplies 90 per cent of PC oper- 
ating systems while Intel has 80 
per cent of the computer chip 
market under what is referred 
to as the Win tel monopoly. 

Under the alliance, Microsoft 
and Intel would provide the 
software for Nortel to develop 
telecom networking products 





that would compete directly 
with Cisco. As the fourth mem- 
ber of the alliance, Hewlett- 
Packard will market the equip- 
ment under its brand name. 
Unlike most existing network 
equipment, which uses the Unix 
operating system to handle 


both conventional voice traffic 
and data transmission, the new 
products will probably conform 
to the Wintel standard. 

By moving into the telecom- 
munications equipment market, 
Microsoft could find a new out- 
let for Windows NT, its industri- 


al strength software. Sales of 
Windows NT have reached a 
plateau after impressive gains 
in recent years. Although it has 
made headway among retailers 
and banks, Windows NT is not 
considered up to the most 
demanding jobs and companies 


TURN YOUR ZAPPERS OFF!!! 


EAST GREENWICH, Rhode 
Island {AP) — Bruce Wigton 
has been plotting his revenge 
against the mosquito for a 
long time. 

Nine years after he was tor- 
mented by the bugs during a 
fishing trip, lie has come up 
with the Mosquito Magnet. 
The device lures the blood- 
thirsty bugs with what they 
think Is the promise of a 
hemoglobin .snack, only to 
suck them tyito a tiny bag, 
where they dfe. 

American Biophysics, which 
has develop#! the Mosquito 
Magnet with the U.S. 
Department $f Agriculture, is 
selling the deadly trap to 
resorts in Ikrida and the. 
. Caribbean. .1? 

So far, th# East Greenwich 
company haft produced only 
large, industrial-strength units 
which sell fpr £1,295, said 
Wigton, chatinan and director 
of research ‘Rid development 
at American biophysics. 

The company's next step is 
completing the design of a 
smaller, cheaper unit that “the 
average person can get into 
h|s back yard,” said Wigton. 
.That version is due by |ate 
summer, with a price tag of 
about $495. 


The Mosquito Magnet is 
fueled by a propane tank simi- 
lar to those attached to a gas 
grill. A device creates a cat- 
alytic reaction — essentially 
combustion without a flame 
— that converts the propane 
Into both carbon dioxide and 
warm water vapor, mimicking 
human breath. 

This process also generates 


a small electrical charge that 
powers a fan. As the gasses 
waft out, mosquitoes are 
duped Into thinking they are 
near humam blood. 

A vacuum then sucks the 
bugs to their doom. 

Robert Morgan, chairman of 
the exclusive Ocean Reef Club 
in Key Largo, Florida, has 
bought several machines and 


have favored Unix, also being 
developed as an operating soft- 
ware to handle voice, data and 
video. 

Similarly, Intel would gain a 
new market for its Pentium 
microprocessors at a time when 
it is coming under pressure 
from rival chip makers such as 
Advanced Micro Devices and 
Cyrix, especially in the market 
for cheaper computers. 

The new alliance plans to 
introduce a system that would 
allow small and medium-size 
businesses to treat voice calls 
like data traffic, reducing the 
cost of directing telephone calls 
within a company. The system 
reflects the shift toward net- 
works based on Internet proto- 
cols, which greatly reduce the 
cost of making phone calls. Last 
month, Nortel announced a 
range of products aimed at 
helping big telephone compa- 
nies transform their networks 
from traditional "circuit 
switched" systems to the 
cheaper "packet switched" 


technology. 

Other network and Meet* 

munitions equipmg 

providers have amwintd 
products for routing voke fa 
fic on a corporate data re- 
work. Cisco last year anpW 
Selslus Systems, which mala 
such gear and 3Com recent^ 
bought NBX, a maker of simfla 
equipment designed Tor m& 
companies. 

The new technology aSiam 
initiated by Nortel, based bi 
Toronto, would give Microsoft 
and Intel a beachhead in' 
telecommunications for the* 
first time and could also bring 
down prices, posing a potentid 
threat to Cisco and Lucent, the 
telecommunications manufac- 
turer that was spun off Id a 
three-way split of AT&T, the 
telecommunications gjanL 
Orher telecommunications 
equipment suppliers could be 
brought into the alliance. 


fAA TO WRAP UP Y2K 
BY NEW YEARS EVE 


bfeMdri June, 33 special 
Aviation Authority 
uij man age ment offices, 
driofM with about 250 
Ifcttanc, must successfully 
paMt approximately 4,000 
U the FAA describes 
| m( computer work. Tho 
ifrnitf” can range from 
saw computer hard- 
m to making a software 
pdi" Hurt will keep aufo- 
Mkd equipment running after 

1*31. 

HAIIOUSE hearing yesterday, FAA offi- 
jiapressed confidence they will wrap 
Btheiroidcal Y2K work on schedule. 
Ydiin the past year, we have not only 
agtup with much of the rest of the 
iialgoremment, we have surpassed 
it expectations of many," FAA 
Ibiusnatorjane F. Garvey saiej. 

6l 26 complicated systems that sup- 
traffic control will be among die 
a to be fixed. The FAA’s challenge will 
It To install the fix in the field and make 
« it works." Transportation 


Department Inspector General Kenneth 
M. Mend testified. 

Joel C. Willemssen, n Y2K specialist at 
the General Accounting Office, praised 
the Year 2000 conversion team at the FAA 
bur described the agency as "trying to 
play catch-up." 

Given that there are no guarantees that 
every computer glitch will be discovered, 
Meade urged FAA officials to get more 
participation by its two key unions — the 
Professional Aiiways Systems Specialists 
and the National Air Traffic Controllers 
Association — in the development of 
contingency plans. In case of an unex- 
pected failure, Meade noted, much of the 
responsibility for continued — and safe 
— air traffic operations would fall to 
members of the unions. 

Garvey reaffirmed that she would con- 
tinue seeking union advice in writing 
contingency plans. 

Despite the concerns, the testimony 
be foie Reps. Stephen Horn (R-Calit.) and 
Constance A. Morelia (R-Md.), co-chairs 
for the hearing, indicated a higher level 
of confidence in the FAA's Y2K effort than 
before. 


Meade said he thought the FAA turn- 
ing point came in February 1998, when 
the agency acknowledged it was seven 
months behind schedule and would have 
to redouble its Y2K efforts. Over the last 
90 days,, the FAA has completed more 
than half of its Y2K changes and has 
embarked on its last phase of testing, the 
"end-to-end" tests that check whether 
systems.can exchange data properly and 
whether Individual fixes of components . 
will vyork together as a .whole. 

The tear 2000 computer problem, 
often called Y2K or the "Millennium 
Bug," dates to the 1960s, when program- 
mers tried to conserve computer memo- 
ry and save money by using two-digit 
date fields. Without reprogramming and 
other fixes, industry experts say that 
many systems will interpret "GO" not as 
2000 but as 1900, causing computer mal- 
functions or shutdowns. 

Garvey and Ray Long, the FAA Year 
2000 project director, said a major test of 
computer links will be conducted at 2 
a.m., April 10, in Colorado, when an FAA 
plane flies from Colorado Springs to 
Grand Junction to Denver International 


Airport, During the flight, FAA computer 
systems will be set forward to April 10, 
2000. Data from the operational and test 
sides of the systems will be collected and 
analyzed to ensure that the various fixes 
to systems work together during an actu- 
al flight. 

Foreign Aviation Up in the Air 

While the FAA seems closer to solving 
its Y2K problems, U.S. transportation offi- 
cials said they will not be able to report 
on the international aviation scene until 
more data become available, probably in 
late summer. 

Deputy Transportation Secretary 
Mortimer L. Downey said the administra- 
tion would likely consider issuing travel 
advisories to warn Americans about Y2K 
risks abroad. Gaivey predicted the FAA 
might face “some very, very hard deci- 
sions" on Year 2000 readiness of foreign 


airlines and airports. 

Chemical Firms May Need Help 

Large, multinational chemical compa- 
nies are preparing for Y2K problems, but 
smaller companies - some located near 
residential areas - may not have die 
money or the technical know-how for fix- 
ing their computer problems, according 
to a report prepared by the U.S. Chemical 
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board. 

Little information exists about the Y2K 
readiness of small and medium compa- 
nies, "but efforts on the Y2K problem 
appear to be less than appropriate based 
upon inputs from many experts." the 
report said. 

The report, prepared at die request of 
the special Senate Year 2000 technology 
committee, urged die Clinton administra- 
tion to develop an Information clearing- 
house, with Y2K checklists tailored, in 
particular, to the needs of manufacturers 
and users of propane, chlorine and 
ammonia. 

About 85 million Americans live within 
a five-mile radius of 66,000 facilities that 
handle hazardous chemicals, the report 
note. 



CHEAPER, INTI 
CHANGE THE 


Y2K AVOIDED? 


ordered more for friends and 
neighbors. 

American Biophysics has a 
lot riding on the success of the 
Mosquito Magnet.- Raymond 
lannetta, president and chief 
executive officer of American 
biophysics, has . his own 
motives. ■■■■■: ' ' .' 
v "! hate ^otfqultoes," he 
said, "Kill them 


NEW YORK (AP) — Unril now, it's 
been an Internet fact of life: No 
one roams the Web for free. 

But nothing is set In stone 
online, least of all access plans 
and their price tags. And monthly 
dial-up fees could go the way of 
the dot matrix printer if others 
keep giving away what America 
Online — die world's biggest 
Internet provider — is trying to 
sell. 

AOLs popular unlimited access 
plan costs £21.95 a month in the 
United States and some compa- 
nies offer restricted monthly 
plans for $9.95. With the advent 
of free Internet service, however, 
some Web users arc deciding S 1 0 
a month Isn't such a great bargain 
after all. 

Computer maker Gateway 
announced earlier this month 
that It would throw in a free year 
of its Internet service with any 
computer purchase of more than 
$1 ,000. Even more threatening to 
the- stranglehold of pay-for-ser- 
vke providers has been the early 
success of some rivals that let 
customers dial up for free, 

More than one rnlllion Britons 
have signed on with Freese rve, 
which began operating In 
September and already has sur- 
passed AOLas Britain’s most pop- 
ular Jntemet access provider. 


NetZero, brought to the Yftb 
by the same venture capkafets 
who sparked an online stamp* 
in February by giving away adw 
tisement-rigged compute* « 
www.Free-PC.com. lassi^ 
400,000 customers since i 
launched a free senice bi 
O ctober. ; 

While it Is a fraction dW 
more than 2 million subsoftm 
added since mid-NowmferJ? 

AOUtheWngofconnedvi^ 

16 million subscribers, it to haRHj 
a marginal development 
In exchange for ' 
access, these services wart 

access to your eyes -ana a 

pcMtionofyourromputt^ 

1 for a pOT* of ^ 
to this. 

cessfol. Internet yeas caw 
teduadfiom«iW«?*W^ 
to a mere 

athrovWnHkeresolh 9 *,., F 
. striping on a newt*,' v-Lj 

be getting what ^^ 

■ for fiom.the op*® 1 
most of 


:lfl W with his site at 
wqFflum. 

luuuid always pay for access, 
^ I don't want problems," 
don’t want to worry 
^ Phing online or them 
too busy and I don't want 
Safe box on my screen. I'd 
^ pay the 20 bucks a month." 
601 to*® happy with their 
^ to a free Internet provider 
** tbubts, including a young 
^^10 subscribed recently 

^ ' Nest] * ]fe Village, 
^■company an e-mail 
companies that go 
* rf business within months 
subscribers “with a blank 
““W their fare." 

for a heads-up if 
watt bust “How long 
been °l )erat ing, and if 
go out of business any- 
foreseeable future, 
111 d>e users know 
“oriwnceT* 

eSTL? 6 that came 
^■■owser search for “free 
b, were many with 
b freewwweb.com. 

internet sendee isn’t 
Sim 7“' Connectkut- 
^/**afd)out$ 120 but seems 

*™ local dial-up numbers 


across most or the nation. 

Another seivice, webCOMBO, 
charges a one-time fee of £ 1 49.95 
for otherwise free access to its 
national network. Others such as 
zDial, FreePPP and Freel charge 
nothing bur only have dial-up 
numbers in a specific region. 

America Online has no plans to 
get into a price war with new ser- 
vices. 

“This is certainly a very com* 
petitive industry, -but we believe 
we offer the best value," said AOL 
spokeswoman Wendy Gqldberg. 

Most new services are far more 
vulnerable to financial pressures 
and technological problems than 
big players like AOL, AT and T, 
and the Microsoft Network. 

That could mean little or no 
customer support and the risk 
that the service might suddenly 
vanish along with your e-mail 
address. 

Observers also have doubts - as 
to whether the advertising rev- 
enue alone can cover the huge 
costs of running an Internet ser- 
vice. 

"If you're not funded big time, 
there’s no way you can provide 
good service," said Han . Klein; 
president of Vlzooal Inc., a NeW 
fork-based Internet, marketing 
firm. \hr 


Computer gurua who 
have been forecasting 
mayhem on computer 
syctems nt midnight 
on 31 December 1999 
are revising their 
opinion. Anthony 
Brown In London icy* 

It new seems that 
Britain's Infrastructure 
will no longer break 
down as the new mil- 
lennlem dawns. 

LONDON — Doomsday has 
been postponed. The com- 
puter gurus in North America 
and Britain Who first warned 
that the spy-called millennium 
compute/fbiig will bring the 
world to a halt qrt -1 January 
have chHnjfpd tftelr minds. 
;Nqw they. arfl;pred!ctlng busl- . ■ 
rifew^lmbit^rhsuaJ'. 

5 '-Oni '> oft the eaVhest - and : 
most, vocal millennium bug 
pessimists was the Canadian 
Peter de Jdger who highlight- 
ed the dangers of the ..com- 
puter glitch six years ago jn 
an article called "Doomsday 
2000." . ; - 
; Sincp then, the world has 
beep In a panic that wherj the 
clock strikes midnight op 31 
- December 1999, planed wljl 


crash, power stations will 
break down, the banking sys- 
tem will collapse and electric- 
ity and food will be in short 
supply. Survivalists are stock- 
ing emergency supplies 
including animal-trapping 
equipment. 

Now de Jager has updated 
the article, calling it 
“Doomsday Avoided" in 
which he reports: "We’ve 
filially broken the back of the 
Y2K (year 2000] problem. 
Most If not all companies are 
working on this issue. They 
are fixing, or have fixed, their 
systems." 

The UK's leading bug- 
buster Is also optimistic. 
Robin Guenier has been pub- 
licizing the dangers of the 
..millennium bug since 1-99.6, 
;wh^n he was appointed hfefid.i 
I'df Thskfofce 2000; by the laSt 
government. He' told. The 
Observer: “There's been a lot 
of progress ' from three 
months and 12 months ago. 
people are nb longer In denial , 
about it. We're nqt heading 
. for doomsdpy." 

. ■ He believes Britain's Infra- 
. structure will .not break 
down. /'Rower companies, 
.financial services, telecoms 


companies have all done a lot 
more work. 1 am reasonably 
confident they are in good 
shape," he said. “1 can say 
without hesitation that cash- 
point machines will work, 
and it's extremely unlikely 
your bank records will be 
lost. Sainsbury's and Tesco's 
have made great progress." 

Fortunes have been made 
In the promotion of millenni- 
um chaos, with computer 
specialists scaring large com- 
panies into paying them high 
fees. 

But the new optimlsrii .Is 
leaking into official circles. 
Gwynneth. Flower, managing 
director of the government 
agency Actiop, 2000, said 
tyjany Ismail cornea hies!. ?are. 
jjtilUnot ieady, -but progress 
has .been made: "Thingi are 
better than a year ago. We're 
well on track to sort out the 
.infrastructure 0 '* , 

. Private companies are also . 
becoming j more-, confident,. 
British Airways recently said 
it was so sure there would be 
no. problems thpt almost all 
Its directors would bo- air- 
borne pn-New Year’s ppy. . / 


However, most mainland 
European countries, the far 
East and almost all third 
world countries are far 
behind in the preparations, 
and chaos there could have 
knock-on effects in Britain 
and the US. 

Japanese banks are only 
spending a fifth of the UK 
amount on sorting out their 
millennium bugs, and wide- 
spread disruption is expect- 
ed. Food companies from 
France and Germany who sup- 
ply UK shops have done little 
to address the problem. 

Flower saldd "There’s less 
risk in the UK than any other 
country In the world, The 
main risks are from overseas. 
vA lot of countries, that have 
done virtually nothing." 

The British government, 
was thi -first to set up 
agency specifically to deal 
with the problem. At. the • 
. same time, many companies 
In mainland . ftreope • have 
been top busy preparing for 
. the single currency to pay 
, milch attention to the miHen- 

• ' nluiri bug. ’ - . v ■ • ’ 
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07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares - ■ 
08:30 Sally Jessy Raphael ' 
09:30 El Uncut ; 

1 0:00 The Roaeanna Shw ' 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine ‘ 

1 1 :30 Cooking Secrets of Tha 
CIA 

12:00 Et News Dally 
12:30 El FYE 
13:00 Regis And Kathy Lbs 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 The View 
16:30 Flare TV 
1 7 :00 The Roseanna Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywbod Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Uncut 
20:30 El Cut To The Chase 
21:00 El Extreme Close Up 
21:30 EIQ&E 
22:00 Flare TV 
22:30 Late Show With DavU 
Letts rman 

23:30 El News Dally (r) 
00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The View (i) 


*5 
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“ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1999 “ 

By Stella Wilder 

oi n today, you are a picture of ability 

B and grace, and you will seem to know 
precisely what yon are destined to 
accomplish in your lifetime at a 
remarkably early age. Despite the 
_ obstacles that may stand before you 

at any given time, you have a knack for passing 
•"■Inff even the most difficult accomplishments as 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 


easy and natural. In fact, the more complicated a 
task, the more you are able to relax and simply 
“do it" with a minimum of fuss and bother. Unlike 
others who are just as skilled as you. there is a 
rare artistry and joy to what you do, and the 
result is sure to win you a large and dedicated fol- 
lowing of many admirers. You have what it takes 
to be a winnerl 

You can be quite quirky and unpredictable at 
times, and yet even at your most surprising 


moments, there is something about you that oth- 
ers claim to “know." Indeed, you never strive to 
be inaccessible in any way. Fortunately, your per 
sonal life is never likely to suffer as a result of 
your professional success. I 

Also born on this date are: Patrick Duffy, actor; 
Lesley- Anne Down, actress; Rob Lowe, actor; 
Rudolf Nureyev, ballet dancer and actor; Nat 
“King" Cole, singer; Kurt Russell, actor. 


H O R o 



(March 21-Aprifl &); (Aj.ui2U-MQy 20): 

• You’ll enjoy a rare and ■ Question^ -6!- teste and 
long-awaited opportunity . 8 W 0 ar ^[^]y to; arise 


(Mp^l-June 2;(): 


(July 


: to get certain things off 
' your chest at home or 
:/ among friends today. 


today, bi/yo,utjlu6t : 
have the self-tonfl- 
dancs to trust your • 
instincts In such mat- 
>,ters. 


' (p. 23-Sept. 22): 

'DMstic Isbuss arise 
.btavbjch demand 
jwineled' level of 
i»W®f#t;Barl 


UBRA 

(Sept. 23-Oct. 23): 

Feats and doubts may 
be whirling about you 
today, but they don’t 
need to burden your, 
mind and cause you 
any lasting insecurity. 
Play onl 


Qkpfes^ypu^ Individual!*! esdbritfel ihij !yoq^l keep a II out, 1 but Vt&lj Jtriqw 

tyjii. ooMncejtaln terftis. J new intpfftaMqnln order just jiow ; td bshrfld W 

■ y '• *£• ; •• 1 , -- 1 and at KandV • • ■ whsri : ybi>refoa[i) yjSty * 

V) /■’’ composure.. 'f * 1 


sagrtarius capricorn aquariuss 

(Nov.i22-Dbc. 21): (Deo. 22-Jan. IB): (Jan 20-Kefelfl): 


MU LAN 

l'RID.ft'l 1 Lint. .1:1)0 3:<>0| 

L.ALLBRIA 2 


Clandestine arrange- 
ments are not for you . 
today. You’ll want; to, 
keep everything on the 
up-and-up';You can* 

1 reduceipefsOrial risks 
' ’ throughout the day. 


Someone piay be trying 
to limit your imaginative 
process at this time. 
Insist on being given free 
rein,, for you're on tho 
verge. of. something big. 


Personal relationships 
may take on an. unusual 
flavor today, in part 
because you are cur- 
rently unwilling to hojd 
yourself fully a^count- 


This Is a good day to 
sit back, relate and gel 
your wits about' you 
Once agairi. You’ll enjoy 
a much needed emo- 
tional “aecond‘Wlnd.": , 


“* “As Bcrtrhiul Picc.ifif 'and ' Brian 
agahi, tliose harbingers of Jones complete their second week 
N-ihe buzzards -have relumed aloft, they are more than halfway 

B ^0hlo. around the world. Tliey departed 

J® buzzards.. according to leg- March 1st from Chateau d'Oex. 

returned to the Hinckley Switzerland. 

^nihe Cleveland MetroParks sys- 

®W»y March )5th since 1819 - ANOTHER ANIMAL STORY 
in 1984, when the birds A man liom Ihmpa, Floridn, was 
forgot it was a leap year. the winner of the 32nd annual 

this year was no exception. Claxton Rattlesnake Round-up in 

reported spotting die first Claxton, Georgia, last weekend. 

7 a-m(ES7J yesterday. Leroy Davis caught the biggest 

toiHmofthe birds is celebrat- snake.. .a six-foot-two-lnch critter 

"^year by a week's wortii of that weighted more Ilian eight 

condude with d pounds. His group also cauglit die 

^breakfast on Sunday. most snakes - 3G. 

park's rangers have Davis - wlio works for the City of 
Jjp ^plnining wliy die birds Hunpa's water department - says die 
war an interest. Declares one way to catch a snake is "just reach 
T J^' r are Uffly" down and pick ’em up." 

tsrfithi™ 75 10 bnzzauls - More than ID-thousand people 
vultures - will remain attended die weekend event 
JW until October or 



ur-v wi uaooer or 
Then they migrate some- 
slough park officials 
^^dwyspencldie 
5 n Tennessee ’ Horida or 


, m ■ 

' SBLUilSBVsSfB WSIBOT | 

Breitling OibiteF ' 

*^ai^l? SOn “ ,,K0111 Today Is St,.' Patrick’s 
“r>»billo < )nammS'^ Ulel 'jj Day...commemoratlng ..the 


’ hlkmn around the world . 


patron saint df Ireland; Bishop I 


^Hjweshitthetau^i^ Patrick, who Introduced 
more than ISHhousand-700 Christianity to Ireland In the 
t *nSa! h<u ’ Qn e-thousand fifth century. 

previous record for And St. Patricks' Day is a 

rf *ot»o:7. ~ >on ®^ ,r - Thac recortf legal public holiday known as 

**• - M " usand '300 miles vws National Day In Ireland, : ; 
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TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 


A high school teacher in the Syracuse. New York, suburb of Clay is suing the family of a student he 
caught smokin’ in the boys' room. 

Gary Philips says it cost him 57 dollars to visit his doctor after he was exposed to the 1 1tli-grader’s 
cigarette smoke. The Liverpool High School math teacher is also seeking an unspecified amount of 
punitive damages for pain and suffering in his small claims court lawsuit. 

Philips tells the Syracuse Post-Standard the smoke gave him a sore throat, headache, watery eyes 
and congestion. 

NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

Florida marine biologists have discovered an octopus that glows in the dark. 

What's even more amazing about this critter - Found during a research cruise In the Gulf of Maine 
- is that the source of the light was the octopus's stickers. The scientists say (in the British journal 
Nature and in Science News) Instead of sticking to things, the suckers gave off a bright blue light. 
Bioluminescence is common In the oceans...but rare among octopus. 

TODAY'S SIGN THE WORLD IS ENDING 

TV critics mayVe been briefly alarmed to find padiagts labeled "Biohazard Waste" on their desks 
, recently. ■ ' . . 

It may have looked like Uie work or UNAbomber Ted KaczynskL.but it turned but to be preview 
tapes dFABC's new drama "Strange World.” 

An executive with 20th-Century Fox. which produces the show, says - "We just wanted to convey 
the types of stories that we would be dealing with. ..killer Viruses, human cJonlng...and nothing sells 
It like an allusion to the anthrax virus." ’ . . 

AND FINALLY; TODAY'S UPLIFTING STORY 

’ Doctors at ibxai icitltdrens Hospital In Houston say the oldest boy of the ^ritrivng ChukWp’octii- 

olets has been removeifroiri ntechanlcal ventilation snd is n 9 w breathing on his own., : 

fen Is recovering from abdominal stngery performed nearly two weeks ago to lilieve a bowel 
Inflammation. He's receiving full intravenous nutrition and' remains in critical condition In the neona- 
■tal Intensive care unit.; r . . . 3 ■ . , I-'/ '- , 

■ Siblings Colbm.'Chldl and Chima remaln in serious condition. The other three Otukwu babies have ; 

1 Vane home. l| . JL ■ 1 ’ / ! 
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II CROSSWORD PUZZLE] 


prophet 

13 Whirl 

14 Artlat’a 
workshop 

15 Complains 

16 Give in 

17 Affirmations 
16 Football 

coach 

Parseghlan 


27 Make 

understood 

32 "Frasier" 
character 

33 Pelvic parte 


Impolitely 
39 City In 
Germany 


46 WWII area 

47 Wild plum 
SI Get rid of 
63 Sumatra, 

e.g. 

66 Figure out 

66 Drunk (al.) 

67 Did an 
usher's job 
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bragh" 

4 Playtime 
explosives 

6 Corroded 

6 Labor 
figure — 
Chavez 

7 Mldeaat 
nation 

8 Sault — 
Merle 

9 Lang 

Syne” 

10 Thought 

11 Grammar 
teacher's 
bugbear 


bird 

21 Flower part 

22 Clumps 


24 Funny, 
tunny guy 
26 — mater 
26 -—do-wall 
26 Rodents 

29 Applies 
frosting to 

30 Without 
charge 


42 Lather 

43 Leg joint 

44 Alan of 
"M*A‘S‘H" 

45 Give tips 
on horses 

47 Narrow 
aperture 

48 Narrow 
country 
road 

49 Something 
remarkable 

50 Small 
whirlpool 

62 Air hero 

54 Where a 
train stops 
(abbr.) 
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t'TrJom Cruise says if anyone 
[1 wants to make changes 
n in Stanley Kubrick's final 
movie - quote - “they’ve got to 
go through me." 

The actor tells Newsweek 
“there’s no way" anyone will 
recut “Eyes Wide Shut"... which 
Cruise and his wife, Nicole 
Kidman, spent two years mak- 
ing with Kubrick in London. 

Kubrick died earlier this 
month, He was conttactualJv 
obligated to deliver an R-rated 
movie. ..but insiders at Warner 
Brothers say his finished prod- 
uct might be closer to NC-17. 
Cruise tells Newsweek the stu- 
dio "doesn't want to cut it," 
But in case anyone gets any 
ideas, he says - “No one's 
going to touch it." 


STARS COME 
OUT FOR 
BOLOGNA 


S id Caesar, Fran Drescher, 
Mcrv Griffin and Esther 
Wiliams are expected to 
turn out tonight for a gala per- 
formance of “If You Ever Leave 
Me. Tin Going With You." The 
first-nighters will also be cele- 
brating the three-decade love 
affair of the husband-wife 
team of Joseph Bologna and 
Renee Taylor, who also wrote 
and star in the play. Lorna Luft, 
Barry Manilnw and Meshach 
Taylor are also expected to 
show up tonight. 


MICHAEL JACKSON STUMPS 
UP FOR A PLACE IN THE SUN 


M ichael Jackson, the 
pop superstar, is buying 
a stake in Sun 
International, the South African 
entertainment outfit famed for 
extravagant and bizarre gam-' 
bling resorts such as Sun City. 
Mr Jackson is expected Jo pay 
about 400 million rand (S65m) 
for a 27 per cent holding. 

Sun City Is one of the singer's 
favourite hotels. It was built m 
what was an "independent" 
black homeland under apartheid 
to cater for whites wishing to 
gamble or consort with black 
prostitutes, activities then ille- 
gal in South Africa proper. 

With the abolition of the 
homeland system, the end of 
laws governing inter-racial sex, 
and with new gambling centres 
near the big cities, Sun City is 
trying to reinvent itself as a fam- 


ily holiday resort. It has not 
been wholly successful, lire 
hotel sacked 2,000 workers ear- 
lier tliis year. Several of Sun 
International's other resorts 
have been driven out of busi- 
ness by changes to South 
Africa's gambling laws. 

Mr Jackson developed an 
interest In southern Africa after 
meeting President Nelson 
MandclH. 

He has made several visits 
over the past year with his busi- 
ness partner, American gaming 
magnate Don Baden, Ibokingfor 
entertainment Investment 
opportunities. 

They have considered build- 
ing a theme park In Namibia and - 
establishing an orphanage in 
Swaziland as part 0 f a tourism 
project. Mr Jackson descended 
on the World Economic Forum 


i :: "i! ^ •• ' .! 
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BRIAN 

IDENNEHYI 


t\ ctor Brian Dennehy was 
e\ rushed to the hnspir.il 
^early Sunday... forcing 
producers to cancel a matinee 
performance of the Broadway 
revival of "Death of a 
Salesman." 

Publicist Richard Romberg 
says the 59-year- old actor - 
who does not have an under- 
study for the show - went 
home after Saturday night’s 
performance at the Eugene 
O’Neill Theatre.. .and began 
feeling sick and sleepless. He 
went to St. Clare's Hospital 
and was diagnosed by doctors 
as having hypertension. 

According to the Daily 
News. Dcnneliy was trans- 
ferred to tlie cardiac unit at St. 
Vincent's Medical 

Center...where he was under- 
going tests. 


D espite its I99R Nielsen lut- 
ings disaster “Stressed 
Eric." NBC is still in the ani- 
mation business. 

(lie Peacock network just 
picked up "Sammy.” a cartoon 
hosed on David Spado's lile...;ts 
well as Cnrsey 'Manor's "God, the 
Devil and Rob." about a modoni- 
dayjob (JOH11). Actor James Gainer 
I tas signed on to lie the voice of 
God. French Stewart will play Bob 
ami - in a bit ol inspired casting • 
Robert Downey Junior will voice 
the devil. 

Meanwhile, rival iietwnik Fox 
hopes to expand Robert Smigel’s 
"TV Funhouse" shorts from 
"Saturday Night Live" features into 


SMILING 

ITHROUGHI 


M arilyn Mnnsnn left the 
stage and didn't come 
back Sunday night, mid- 
way through a concert at die Great 
Wetem Forum in Los Angeles. 
Manson. whose real name in Bi inn 
VMuner, either fell nr jumped from 
an amplifier and hurt Ills ankle. 
’Hiere are cuii/licting reports on 
Iww serious the injury was. 


Windhoek last year, where he 
was- accompanied by more 
bodyguards than any of the 
African presidents. 

The singer has become dose 
friends with Sun International's 
founder, Sol Kerzner. He was the 
special guest at the opening of 
Mr Kerzner's (S450m) resort in 
the Bahamas this year. 

Jackson and his partner are 
buying the 27 per cent holding 
owned by the North West 
Development Corporation, a 
regional government body legal- 
ly obliged to dispose of its 
shares in Sun international by 
May 10,. 
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By Chris McGrcal In Johannesburg 


M ichael J. Fox doesn't 
seem to be letting 
Parkinson's Disease 
slow him down. Fox took a 
break from taping his hit coni- 
edy,"Spin City," in Manhattan 
Friday night, to chat and joke 
with fans. Asked if his wife, 
actress TYacy Pollan, is putting 
her own career on hold and 
staying home with their three 
children, Fox quipped: 
"Presumably. But who really 
knows what goes on on Friday 
nights." But seriously,* lie said 
pollan has made a pilot for a 
new TV show and is waidng to 
see if a network picks it up. 
When an aspiring actor asked 
how to break into show busi- 
ness, Fox recounted his early 
days on Canadian TV more 
than 20 years ago, a succes- 
sion of guesr spots on 
American TV and a couple of 
small movie roles, all leading 
up to the star-making role of 
Alex P« Keaton on "Family Ties" ? 
ip 1982. “Just; do that" Fox, 
sald. ; . 7 : 


GOODBYE 
TO LOVE 


C Diutney Love and her band. 
Hole, aren’t planning to fin- 
ish their concert lour with 
Marilyn Manson. They wore sup- 
posed to play 3fi dates together, 
but tilings liavcn’t been going 
great between the bands and tlwir 
fens, so Love told tire crrnwl al lire 
Anaheim Pond Saturday night time 
Sunday’s show In Los Angeles 
would be the end of the road for 
her. She took a couple of cracks at 
Manson, telling lire crowd tluiL 
when site sings, “I actually mean it, 
and I get tiled." 

A nother royal kitty is roar- 
ing on Broadway. 
Laurence Fishburne is 
getting excellent notices for 
his performance as King Henry 
II in the Roundabout Theatre 
Company's revival of "Tlie Lion 
in Winter," Stockard Channlng 
is getting good reviews too, as 
Eleanor of Aquitaine, in the 
story about bickering within a. 
royal family 800 years ago. 
Fishburne and Channing have 
both earned Tony Awards, 
Fishburne for "T\vo Trains; 
Ruhning": and Chfinnlng , for 
'Joe Egg," • '• ' o -,' : , 


pas® 

HOW MANY 
AMERICANS WEAR 
GLASSES? 

More il.,, 100-mfc 

Americans war glasses, „irey. 
ing two out or three jddu. 
That does NOT indude peeplt 
who simply don't wear glasses 
YKT. People who wear glasses 
are 10 times as numerals as 
those who wear contacts 
Reading spectacles date Iron 
tile late 1200s, 

WHAT DO NEW YOB, 
PHILADELPHIA, AM 
I BALTIMORE HAVE IN 
COMMON? 

These were the great Eastern 
ports from which great rail- 
ways went west to Chicago. 
Tlie New York Central and the ; 
Erie br.rh served New York. 
The Pennsylvania Railroad 
served Philadelphia. The B- 
,iiid-0 served Baltimore. Orfw 1 
railroads served Norfolk. 
Virginia, but did not originally 
reach Chicago. 

WHO PRODUCED THE 
FIRST ENGLISH 
DICTIONARY? 

The word “dictionary ; 
used in the 12 O 0 s_ 2 »n 
described boohs which lab 
mostly Latin words, NO? " 
alphabetical order. Ro b01 
Cawtlry wrote the hist E®* 
WU would call an English &■ 
lionaiy. In 1604. John Kersey 
in 1702, was IW to 
words IneverytNyM'- 

howmanvhotdob 
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More than 
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States. 


hot dogs, that uwaw,''. . > 

to two or dite' 

Hot 
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MCCARTNEY, 
IN ROCK 




, JOEL 
FAME 


NEW YORK (R) — Paul 
McCartney, Brace Springsteen 
and Billy Joel joined the pan- 
theon of rock music greats on 
Monday in a Hall of Fame induc- 
tion ceremony with a once-in-a- 
liferime performance by some 
of the music's best-loved stars. 

The trio was among 10 
inductees honoured at the 14th 
annual Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony, a 
star-studded event that tradi- 
tionally ends with a rousing jam 
session. 

This year was no exception, 
ns McCartney, Springsteen and 
Joel were joined onstage 
singing the Beatles’ “Let It Be" 
by guitarist Eric Clapton, singer 
Bonnie Raitt, recenr Grammy 
winner Lauryn Hill, rhythm-and- 
blues legend Wilson Pickett and 
U2's lead singer Bono. 

Not all the evening was so 
raucous. A poignant moment 
came as McCartney accepted 
his honour, which he called 
"beautiful-slash -sad.” 
McCartney's wife Linda died 
last year of breast cancer. 

“I would have liked my baby 
to share this with me," the for- 
mer Beatle said, raising his Hall 
of Fame statuette aloft. “She 
wanted this." 

Adding a touch of levity to 
the moment, however, was 
McCartney's daughter, clothing 
designer Stella McCartney, who 
accompanied him onstage with 
n shirt bearing a brief commen- 
tary on the event. 

"About F Time," the 

shirt read, to the crowd's 
delight. 

Missing from the festivities 
was inductee Dusty Springfield, 
who died earlier this month, 
also from breast cancer. 

.The others inducted Into the 
Hall of Fame were the gospel 
and rhythm-and-blues Staple 
Singers, soul and funk singer 
Curtis May Held, early rock's Del 
Shannon, country music's Bob 
Wills & his Ifexas Playboys, bal- 
lad blues singer Charles Brown 
and Beatles' producer George 
Martin. 

Though the induction cere- 
mony was In New York, the Hall 
of Fame itself is in Cleveland. 

McCartney was honoured for 
his solo work after the Beatles. 

“Out he stepped from the 
shadow of the Beaties, and 
there he was," rock musician 
Neil Young said introducing 
him. “I think he’ll be remem- 
bered hundreds of years from 
now for the work that he did." 

Springsteen also was hon- 
oured as a solo performer. 
Artists are eligible 25 years 
after their first album, and 


Springsteen's "Greetings from 
Asbury Park, NJ.” in 1973 was 
labeled as a solo album. 

His famous E Street Band 
joined him on stage, however, 
giving fans a glimpse of what 
might be expected in their 
upcoming reunion tour. They 
played three of their late 1970s' 
hits — “Promised Land," 
“Backstreets" and “Tenth 
Avenue Freeze-out." 

Also among the night's per- 
formances. McCartney joined 
with Raitt and Clapton for “Blue 
Suede Shoes," written by Carl 
Perkins and made famous by 
Elvis Presley, and “What'd I 
Say," a hit by Ray Charles. 

Springsteen also hooked up 
with Wilson Pickett to play "In 
the Midnight Hour," and 
Clapton and rhythm-and-blues 
singer D’Angelo played 
Mayfield's "I've Been Trying." 

Mayfied, left a quadriplegic 
after a 1990 stage accident, was 
unable to attend. His family 
said Mayfield, who also suffers 
from diabetes, underwent the 
amputation of his right leg a 
few months ago. 

However, his family also said 
he is working on a duet for the 
new “Mod Squad” movie with 
Lauryn Hill. 

By Elicit . Wulftiprst 






EHoit Joint and Vicky 
Wickham, who w cco p to d (ho 
award an bohatt of Dusty 
Springfield (AP Photo) 




TRAIL BLAZERS DEFEAT 
MAVERICKS 106-91 



Cany ■raianln (L) «n 
vintaud wHh Clmland CavallaiV Anri 
la (ha first half IB March 1 MB at I 
NM Caatar la Chlcaga. Tka Cavallarc Bala 
** Mb la aaarthna 81-10. 


DALLAS (AP) — Isaiah Rider 
scored n season-high 30 points, 
23 in tlie first half, to lead tlie 
streaking Portland TVail Blazers 
to a 106-91 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks on Monday 
night. 

Damon Stoudamirc added 18 
points, Arvydas Sabonls had 15 
points and 16 rebounds, and 
Brian Gram 10 points for 
Portland, which has won 10 of 
its last 11. Michael Finley's 21 
points paced the Mavericks. 
Erick Strickland had 13 points 
and Gary Item added 12 for 
Dallas. 

Manic 74. 
76ers 73 

At Orlando, Florida, Darrell 
Armstrong stoic an inbounds 
pass with 3.3 seconds remain- 
ing and dribbled half the 
length of the court for a layup 
that gave Orlando the victory. 
George Lynch, who had 20 
rebounds and scored eight 
fourth-quarter points to put 
the 76ere in position to win, 
turned the bail over after Thco 
Ratliff had blocked a layup by 
Ike Austin that could have put 
Orlando ahead. 


Nick Anderson scored 15 
points, Armstrong had 14 and 
Penny Hardaway finished with 
11 as the Magic improved to 
1 1-1 at home despite shooting 
only 28 percent from the field. 

Jazz 90. 

Timberwolves 83 

At Minneapolis, Utah had a 
tougher time with tlie 
Timberwolves as Terrell 
Brandon scored a season-high 
21 points, but the Jazz recov- 
ered after blowing a 19-point 
lead and defeated Minnesota. 
Karl Malone had 17 points and 
a season-high 13 rebounds for 
the Jazz, who have won five 
straight and nine of 11. 

Joe Smith had 26 points and a 
season-high 17 rebounds for 
the Wolves, who have lost 
three of four since the Stephon 
Marbury trade'. 

Kntcks 108. 
Bucks 102 

At Milwaukee, Latrell Sprewell 
scored a season-high 28 points, 
Allan Houston had 22 and 
Larry Johnson 21 as the Knlcks 
won their second straight. 


It was the first victory over 
Milwaukee in three tries for 
the Knlcks, who lost a pair of 
one-point decisions fo the 
Bucks earlier this month, 
Milwaukee,' which lias lost 
three straight games since its 
blockbuster, three-team trade 
last week, was led by Ray Alien 
with 29 points. 

Raptors 89. 

Memete 82 

At .Toronto, Doug Christie had 
18 points as Toronto snapped a 
two-game losing streak. 

Dee Brown was 3-for-7 from 
the 3-point line and made 
three key free throws with 1 :36 
left that gave the Raptors a 83- 
SI lead. - 

Brown and John Wallace both 
had 17 points off the bench for 
the Raptors, who were without 
starting center Kevin Willis 
(sprained left shoulder). Vince 
Carter stayed on the bench 
most of the game after sprain- 
ing his right thumb. Nuggets 
110, Grizzlies 84 
At Denver, Antonio McDyess 
scored 21 points and Denver 
came back from its worst 


offensive performance of the 1 
season to deal the Grizzlies . 
their 12th consecutive loss. 
Reserves' Cory Alexander and 
johnny Ihylor had 14 points 
.apiece and Danny Fort son - 
added 10 points and 12 
rebounds as the Nuggets 
snapped a seven-game losing 
streak. 

Denver blocked a season-high 
18 shots, including six by Kcon 
Clark, to finish one short of the 
franchise record of 19. 

Ctmdters 88. 

Bulls 85. OT 

At Chicago, Cedric Henderson 
converted a key tlirce-point 
play in overtime and the 
Cavaliers earned their first win 
in Chicago since 1994. 
Henderson, capping a season- 
high 22-polnt effort, stole the 
ball from Tbnl Kukoc, drove for 
die layup and was fouled by 
Ron Harper to give the Cavs an 
86-80 lead with 1:04 left. 

Wesley Person scored a season- 
high 21 points for Cleveland 
and Brovin Knight had 16 
assists. Ibni Kukoc led the 
Bulls with 22 paints but shot 
just 8-of-24. He also had 12 
rebounds. 



TTia Staple Stagers, free* 


WBANNE (AP) — The United States made 
“ Olympics rich, and now the United 
Insists the Olympics make sweeping 
As they prepared Monday for a 
'"frilled assembly to deal with the cor- * 
Wm and fallout of Salt Lake City’s win- 
JjgWd for the 2002 Winter Games. IOC 
°frjajs chafed under strong criticism. 

between the International 
’fraplc Committee and Its most powerful 
nation Is nothing new. The last 
“"decades have been filled with clashes, 
Ifen ^ te House 'l e ^ boycott of the 
Moscow Games to the trashing of 
moms by U.S. hockey players In the 
*** Nagano Game*. 

three months of finger pointing prl- 
/■"vtyU.S. Interests and a relatively light 
in mi i° r *** U,S * 01 y m P |c Committee for 
ein a scandal in its own back yard has , 
U P. President Juan Antonio 
. ndi has told friends and colleagues 
Th. S red ty tbe American onslaught- 
houBki V atest l nterna l investigation 
2L* ‘ xth member . expelled, a raft of 
0!htrs antl a * la P « the USOC ■ 
IM, 7 ° f oversight In Sell Uke> bid. • 

fell hSU?" have been-oiiispo- 

"recent days about whaf they Me 

lD ' the International • 
feoit I? especially In ,a scathing ' 
former OS. Senate Mglorily 


Leader George Mitchell. 

“We respect the Mitchell commission's 
work, but we are not prepared to shape out 
reforms to such statements or comply with 
the wishes of the International press," exec- 
utive board member Kevan .Gosper of 
Australia said. 

The financial success of the .1984 Los 
Angeles Games helped save the Olympics 
and make them a billion-dollar business. 
Now the flip side of that success, the 
accountability and responsibility of staging 
the world's biggest and most influential 
sports event, Is being felt, and that, too, is 
born in the USA. 

Sponsors with S50 million contracts, 
most of them American based, have led the 
call for radical changes. 

U.S. newspapers and broadcast networks 
have criticized the IOC and Samaranch for 
leading the. Olympics down a gift-lined 
path. And even the USOC, the IOC's branch ( 
office In tlie. United States, has turned to 
the attack. It's independent ethics pahej 
placed jiiqst of die blame for. die scandal bn 
the IOC. and last week USOC president 0111 
Hybl said he hoped that ‘ the lOC.wll) match 
our commitment and jcflqn when.lt votes 
'ohfefbrms," . •>'/.; :~,v;v ;• ' ;* • \ 

Samaranch is incensed. by the American 

fine.'-v • hvV '• 

According to colleagues of the IQC r 


leader who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, Samaranch told friends that the 
United States had caused trouble through- 
out his more than 18 years in power. He 
cited the Moscow boycott, the conflict-of- 
interest scandal involving former IOC mem- 
ber and USOC president Robert Helmlck 
and the fact that Salt Lake produced the 
biggest corruption case yet, die sources 
said. The IOC also remains troubled by the 
1996 Atlanta Games, where a bombing In 
Centennial Olympic Park killed one person. 

In. addition, U.S. drug polity director 
Barry McCaffrey was among the most out- 
spoken critics of the IOC at an Internation- 
al drag summit last i&ontti, saying the Salt 
Lake scandal had compromised the com- 
mittee's leadership In the doping fight. 

V Meanwhile, the USOC's leadership has 
taken shots at Samaranch. In addition to 
Hybl's statement, executive director Dick 
'Schultz said he.was uncertain the IOC was 
prepared to make the changes ft should. 

* OtWr IOC officials have been upset by the 
lade of heat directed at the USOC for the 

•; Salt Lake scandal. One high-ranking mem- 
. bef said the USOC should change its initials 

* hqtNOC, for "teflon National Olympic com- 

’ f niittee. Nothing sticks." . , ; . 


SOUND FAMILIAR? 
SOSA AND MCGWIRE TIED 
FOR HOME RUN LEAD 


MESA (AP) — Tlie start of the 
1999 home run race didn’t wait 
for opening day. Mark McGwire 
hit two Sunday to take over the 
U.S. major league lead at five. 
Sammy Sosa answered back 
with two Monday to tie him. 
"Yeah, but this Is spring train- 
ing," Sosa sa|d. "Ain't no com- 
petition.' Wfe're just going out 
trying to do ourjobs and inake 
fans happy." • \ - .- 

Sosa's second home, ran was - . 
a moon shot::oVer the jef^flfld 
fence at HoHoKam .Park, about , 
360 feet (1.1Q tneterajaway..', 
over the . ^O-foof-fiigh '{15- "> : 
meter : high) jso[reboofd*''oveV 
the back wall of the ballpark, 
and • over four tqws pf cars-ip . 
theparkipg fqt.Wfr fiel^er-jint 
Raines- turned to the, ctowtl oW.'" ' 
the berm behli^ the fence and ; 
stirted ’ laughing, ‘fh^ii.; 'h<fr; 
shrugged his shdufaeti, Ini ; ‘ 
“Mfrt yyai j. supposed v tp'dpi* V 
■ “When: .1 hit .the- bajir 
lodk hpyv far Itygolngtp^o'^; 


Sosa said after driving in four 
runs in the Chicago Cubs' 10-7 
win over the Oakland Athletics. 

"I j List let you people do that. I 
just try to make contact." 

Sosa had a first-inning homer 
off loser Kenny Rogers with a 
solo shot- to left-center, and hit 
his mOnster shot pff . Gil 
Heredia; in the' fourth. After • 
: blowing his traditional kiss in 
hprior of Ills mother, Sos^ 
bowed to the fans, a. habit lie 
picked yp during last year’s All- 
Star, .tourof japan. 'He says he 
Jritepds to bow after each 
Jidliie ton this' season. ’ 

After' thrilling the; riation 
with' their historic . horn ertiri 
; race ‘ -.last;; summer, won by 
- McpWjre - 7Qi66. the pair are 
again this spring. 

'< ;5os4 di tint see McGwire’s 
highlight ^hows 
■ Suiid^'n^htvvl w? s sleeping," 
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GENEVA <AP) — UEFA's Thsk Force 2000, set up to counter the launch of 
a proposed breakaway European Super League, said Monday it has raised 
75 percent of its target prize money for a revamped Champions League, 

The Ihsk Force formed last October to combat the Super League's 
promise of jackpot pay outs to lure the continent's top dubs away from 
UEFA said its television negotiations with member countries were neatly 
■complete. "We are definitely on target to reach the goal of 800 miOion 
francs ($570 million)," saidjuergen Lenz, one of two managing directors 
of TEAM, UEFA’s marketing company. “We basically have a small gap to 
cover and we still have some countries to negotiate with. So it's lookbig 
very good.” 

Lenz told reporters deals had been readied with five of the top six 
biggest money-generating countries, which contribute 85 percent of 
UEFA's ’television rights income. While negotiations with Spain, Italy, 
England, and the Netherlands are finished, nothing has yet been settled 
with Germany. 

"We're at 75 percent in reaching the television goal," confirmed UERA 
General Secretary Gerhard Aigner. “It’s what we expected. We have 12 
contracts and we ate confident we will reach our final target. “And what- 
ever goes beyond the target is a gratifying result" 


LONDON (AP) — Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger has continued his con- 
troversial youth recruitment drive by hiring 16-year-old German star 
Moritz Vblz on a 150,000-pound ($243,000)-a year salary. 

Wznger, who sparked protests by hiring 15-year-old Jeremie Aliadiere 
from die French academy and ISyear-oIdJermaine Pennant from division 
two Notts County, signed Vblz on a 3,000-pound (§4,860}-a-week deal, 
British newspapers reported Hiesday. The midfielder, who plays with 
Dundesliga dub Schalke 04,will move to Highbury nexr season. 

VbJz, a former captain ofCerniairy's under- J5 team, reportedly said “all 
hell broke loose when the news got out” while Cennanunder-15 manag- 
er Bemd Stober said Arsenal's move for the player was an abuse by a pro- 
fessional dub. "They try 10 grab players younger and younger,” he said. 


LONDON (AFP | — Chess buffs can look forward to funding like any other 
sportsmen after the British government announced early Tliesday that it 
was reclassifying the popular board game as a sport. 

Sports Minister Tony Banks said the 1937 Physical Training and 
Recreation An would be extended to indude chess arid other so-called 
mind games. 

The move would allow chess to compete For funding from the Sports 
Goundi for the first time. 

Evan Harris, an MP and keen chess player whose question to Banks 
prompted the announcement, said he was delighted. 

"The chess world has been antagonized and frustrated by its inability 
to have fair treatment for many years," he said. "The announcement that 
the government will legislate to make progress will complement the suc- 
cess we haw had at world level. "It Is not 'check mate’ but quite literally 
we are at the «|d game." 


LOS ANGELES-P*) — Dennis Rodman remained on an excused, paid 
leave of abscnf&om tire Los Angeles Lakers. 

A source do^to Rodman said he wasn't sure when the seven-time US. 
NBA reboundHI champion would return to the team. "I don't know, I 
can’t address #*," the source, who spoke on the condition of anonymi- 
ty, told Hie Associated Press on Monday night. "He lias some personal 
tilings he needs*) deal with. He's addressing Ids problems and looks for- 
ward to returning and contributing to the team " 

"There fs nothing new today," said Tom Savage, assistant direc- 
tor of public relations for die Lakers. "He's on ah excused leave of 
absence and tie's being paid." Savage said Lakers executives Jerry 
West and Mitch Kupchak would not comment on the matter. 

The source said the Lakers have been "real supportive," and 
Rodman was "very happy" with the team. 

Lakers coach Kurt Rambis said Rodman Informed him he would 
return to the team at some point. Rodman contlhues to earn hjs 
$12,195 per-game salary. Rodman joined the lakers last month 
after some three weeks .of uncertainty, and is averaging 10.3 
rebounds in 24 J rnfoute's ofactlon. 


THREE NEW YORK INVESTIGATIONS 
LAUNCHED INTO LEWIS- HOLYFI ELD DECISION 


ALBANY (AP) — New York state 
is conducting three investiga- 
tions into the controversial 
draw between Evan dor 
Hoiyfleld and Lennox Lewis for 
the undisputed heavyweight 
championship. State Attorney 
General Eliot Spitzer, New 
York's Athletic Commission 
and the state Senate 
Committee on Investigations 
each announced probes 
Monday of the bout at 
Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday night. 

Willie most observers thought 
Lewis clearly dominated the 
fight, two of the three judges 
disagreed. One had IBF.and 
WBA champion Holyfleld win- 
ning, another called it a draw, 
and the other had WBC cham- 
pion Lewis winning. 

The sport's three sanctioning 


bodies have called for a 
rematch within six months 
anrid suggestions that the 
fight was rigged. "Judging in 
an athletic contest Is always a 
subjective process," Spitzer 
said. "In this case, however, the 
judges’ decision was so out of 
fine with the reality of what 
happened in the ring that it 
has raised legitimate questions 
of either tampering, incompe- 
tence or both." 

Spitzer scheduled a hearing for 
Friday in New York City to hear 
from the three judges and oth- 
ers Involved in the fight, which 
could include promoter Don 
King. 

King denied he had anything 
to do with the judges, who are 
selected by the sanctioning 
bodies and can be replaced if 
either fighter objects. "My job 


is to present a great event and 
to sell tickets, not select 
judges or determine the out- 
come of the fight in any way," 
King said Monday In a state- 
ment. 

Spitzer said he would hold the 
hearing In hts capacity chair- 
man of a boxing task force 
within the National 
Association of Attorney 
Generals. 

Bob Lee, president of the 
International Boxing 

Federation, said he would be 
happy to cooperate with any 
state inquiry. He defended the 
judges and derided those por- 
traying the decision as “sinis- 
ter.’’ "They are out there saying 
there Is something wrong with 
it because they don’t under- 
stand how these officials are 
selected, the training they go 


SYRIAN NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM BEATS JORDAN 


through and the ract ih« lift 
subjective and they all do,-, 
seethe seme thing," LceaU, 
The Senate Committee ,, 
Investigations also his udpt* 
na power to compel wKiksk, 
to appear Chalrnun h, 
Goodman said Month; kt 

would hold a public IwaHogln 
the near future to take tod 
tnony from the three jud^ 
referee Arthur Mercantejt.tht 
fight's promoters and othtp 
familiar with the bout, ai* 
Monday, Gov. Geotge Patdd 
said he gave the state Aihledt 
Commission a week to III dip 
to investigate the dediltmud. 
determine If the Kltttkn 
process of judges should be 
handled by the commission tt 
other Impartial bodies, lit 
commission did select' 
Mercante to be the referee. I 


FERRARI DRIVER TESTS 
BRAND-NEW ABSORBENT ASPHALT 



ferrurl'a number two f 
Mia Mann racaway tri 
«o Ink* purl In IIiIb tea 


I Mdia Irvin* drfvwa hit Farwula | Tarim 
,18 March 1999. MUkoal Schumacher Vi 
hi III* n*w water- r*p*llent cupfcaH, that 


MONZA (AP) — Ferrari driver 
Eddie Irvine, fresh from his first 
ever Grand Prix victory, on 
Monday praised a brand-new. 
absorbent asphalt intended to 
improve visibility and safety of 
both Formula One and ordinary 
drivers In rainy conditions, 

Irvine, winner of the World 
Championship opener In 
Australia eight days ago, said 
after tests at the Monza circuit 
that visibility and the grip defi- 
nitely Improved on the new 
asphalt, developed by sub- 
sidiaries of Italy's energy giant 
Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi 
(EN1). 

"There -is a big difference in 
terms of visibility, grip and 
hydroplane," Irvine said. "If It 
holds on comers it's fantastic," 

" Tests were ma<Te on a straight 
650-meter long, artificially-wet- 


fened section at the Monza cir- 
cuit, the long-time host of the 
Italian F-l . Grand Prix in 
September. 

Irvine, Ferrarl’s the No.2 dri- 
ver who unexpectedly beat 
rivals and teammate Michael 
Schumacher in Melbourne, said 
he was overjoyed with his first 
career victory but added he 
already had put it behind him. 

"It was a fantastic experience 
(in Melbourne) ... but Australia 
already (s part of the past. I'm 
looking forward, to the next 
Grand Prix In Brazil," Irv(ne 
said, 

Schumacher did not attend 
the Monza tests. Ferrari 
spokesman Claudio Berro said 
that the German driver twisted 
an ankid while jogging near his 
home and wilt also miss tests of 
the new F399 car scheduled In 


art «* test a new “teU-drulm" «|rtra | » 
twisted hU foot *v*r the weekend and rT 
it was d*v*l*p*d by Italy's InlChtN and Wl 

Barcelona on 'llicsday. said that more tesUl inc ^? 

Schumacher, who finished comers and hot Weather 
second to McLaren's Finnish t i on> we re necessary W** 

driver Mika Hnkklnen in the deciding If re-aspbaiting d* 
world drivers championship pntire 5 T.kilometercouw. 
last year, likely would be a fan sa ld that d* 

of the new absorbent asphalt. . ^ ^ 

Hie German lost decisive absorbent asph* 
points following a crash in than the ordinary aspn* ^ 
pouring rain during the Belgian lasts longer and re 

GP last year. ' noise from rolling .d**. 

"Irvine and Ferrari test driver „ He pUt t he cost of _ 
Luca Badoer both said that the • 0 fhiBhwaVSt 5 ® m ^ 
‘Thin cloud" raised by huge F- 1 1*994000 or .258.*® 

tires and almost blinding dri- ,fre * 

, vers coming from behind was euros). • 

greatly reduced by the new as According to ^ 
phalt. "ENTs managing director dal figures about 2 ^ . 

Vittorio Mlncato said the goal acc )donts, out of » ■ , j 
was to supply the new asphalt , 90i0 3i octurrfd I" ** ■ j 
to most, F-l dresiltiiaswell as to ' 1 qg7 we I « 

. ' ' ’Highways' and roads for ordl- J* ^ and* 1 *® j 

n a ryd fiverS. . 

1 't: “However Monza officials injdfed. . i 



. . »l lh. Syrian taam black* a iplks by a Jordanian playor daring a match held at 
1 l|*ort» Palaca an Tuesday. Syria wan nil throa matdioo (8S-I0), ( 33 - 21 ), (25-19). 

^ ^ WOMEN’S national volleyball ruled by Shereen and vice versa three Bakeer said “1 believe it was a good 
the Jordanian national team 3-0, times during the match. "1 kept switch- game that helped us to determine oui 

""•'trim of three games with each log between Hanadl and Sheeren, strengths and weaknesses. We are strong 

j," 1 lht Syrian team surprised the because Hanadl is a good spiker and hitters, but we need to concentrate mors 

T** 5 b f winning all three matches. Shereen Is good at defense." said coach on defense. This is due to lack of experl 

join match was dominated by the Majed Bakeer. But this tactic was not ence and training, unlike the Syrians 
,7^ Suzan Hannah and Pallaq enough; Jordan lost the match.25-2|. who have just participated in the chans 
. the most experienced members The loss of the first two matches pionshlps in Hinisia." 
kniL ' ,im ' !c0red the majority of the resulted In frustration that was apparent "The players also have a problen 

“md assisted their teammates, on the Jordanian player’s fsces. The attending practices because there is lit 

U 1 d, ° d'f'oded well, which prevent- coach called for -several time-outs in tie co-operation on the part of the prl 

* Jordanians from scoring more order to advise hfs athletes and boost va te sector. We have lost our best playei 

"n points in the first match. The their morale. The score was tied at 4-4, Abeer Malhas, who is getting her engl 
bfc°° k llK first raatcl1 25-10. when Syria substituted a player In their neering degree, because her professor 

>econd match, Jordan came back defense line. The Syrians rapidly gained wifi not allow her to miss classes." 

!™ Screen Thaljy acing three points, which led Bakeer to call for more This Is not the last that the Jordanlai 
"ad, 1 ™ y l' d in H* first half pr the time-outs and Substitutions. The team will see of Syria. They will play twi 
H ^ Jordanian coach substitut- Jordanians scored more points, but failed more games, today and tomorrow ii 

(if,™ Substitution led to better to catch up. Victory .came for the Syrians ZelnAPSharafHall^ 

W ‘ nd more scoring for the when 1 a Jordanian player spiked the ball 

anadl Mardinl was substi- out, ending the final match 2S-19. - 1 - — - m — 1 - 


A soccer committee was formed in preparation for the 9rh Pan 
Arab Games (At Hussein Games) on Tuesday. 

Prince Ali, who will supervise the committee, said that it will 
begin its work immediately, and will concentrate on "developing 
a new concept of game of soccer in Jordan.'’ 

He promised to work on setting a dear framework and policies 
for sports in Jordan, in collaboration with officials in the sports 
sector . 

Prince Ali also expressed his pride in the national team coach 
who led the team to the gold medal in the 1997 Pan Arab Gaines 
in Beirut. 

He said that top priority should be given to tire Pan Arab 
Games. Committees, unions and dubs should work together in 
order to make this event a success. 



Bakeer said "1 believe it was a good 
game that helped us to determine our 
strengths and weaknesses. We are strong 
hitters, but we need to concentrate more 
on defense. This is due to lack of experi- 
ence and training, unlike the Syrians, 
who have just participated in the cham- 
pionships in Thnlsia." 

"The players also have a problem 
attending practices because there is lit- 
tle co-operation on the part of the pri- 
vate sector. We have lost our best player, 
Abeer Malhas, who is getting her engi- 
neering degree, because her professors 
will not allow her to miss classes." 

This is not the last that the Jordanian 
team will see of Syria. Thfcy will play two 
more games, tpday and tomorrow in 

Zeln Al-SharaF Hall at 4 pm, ; 

by AM JAP BAKER 


Al-Abcal Tae Kwon Do Center will hold the Amman 
Championship on March 18-19. 

The championship is in commemoration of the Late King 
Hussein to mark the end of the 'JO day mourning period. 

More than 150 players from six countries, as well as 150 
Jordanian players will participate. 

The championship will be held at the Sports Palace in Sports 


I The Jordanian Boxing Federation will hold open competitions 
for military and public security personnel, private boxing cen- 
ters, and existing national team athletes. 

These competitions will determine qualification for tire nation- 
al team, -.' 

The competition, taking place in Rum Hall at AMiussein Sports 
City starts' on Friday, March 19, at 9 am. 


representatives 

The Jordanian Basketball Union manned Vice. Preside^ Yehla 
Besha and Secretary General Musa Hodaib as. Union representa- 
tives in the West Asia Basketball General Assembly on 1 Monday. 

During their third meeting, headed ; by . President Modar 
Majdoub and attended by Ybuth Minister Mohammed Khelr 
Mamser, the Union named the representatives for the General 
Assembly,' which will be held In Amman April 13? 14j / 1 
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TAXI DRIVERS PROTEST GAS PRICES 
AS ECUADOR'S BANKS REOPEN 


QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — AngTy 
taxi drivers blocked streets to 
protest gas price increases, and 
thousands of people lined up In 
hopes of getting cash after 
banks reopened following a 
weeklong shutdown. 

Stone-tli rowing taxi drivers 
decked their cars with "for sale 
due to hunger" signs and 
parked them across city streets 
Monday, intent on forcing 
President Jamil Mahuad to 
abandon austerity measures 
announced last week to stave 
off financial collapse. 

Defense Minister Gen. Jose 
Gallardo said authorities would 
use force to clear the streets if 
the taxi drivers did not with- 
draw. Police used tear gas 
agaipst one barricade near the 
government palace, but failed 


to break it up. 

The Ministry of Education 
closed schools Monday and 
many business opened late 
because workers had to detour 
around the taxi barricades. 

“We can't live anymore. The 
government wants to kill us," 
taxi driver Francisco Delgado 
said. 

Government officials met with 
strike leaders, but failed to 
defuse the confrontation, 
interior Minister Vladimlro 
Alvare said, 

“We will continue meeting 
with the taxi drivers, but we’re 
not going to accept blackmail, 
threats or time limits." . 

Alvare said ih a news confer- 
ence. “We will be firm.” 
Mahuad, who took office seven 
months ago. ■' closed banks 


March 8 amid widespread with- 
drawals as investors lost confi- 
dence in Ecuador's shaky finan- 
cial system. 

The nation's currency, the 
sucre, had .lost one-quarter of 
its value in a week and the gov- 
ernment has been forced to 
take over seven of Ecuador’s 39 
banks in recent months. The 
currency rallied Monday, clos- 
ing at 9,450 sucres against the 
dollar, stronger than the 12,650 
sucres it closed at 10 days ago. 
The austerity measures 
decreed by Mahuad have dou- 
bled gasoline prices and partial- 
ly frozen bank accounts for one 
year. The president also pro- 
posed tax increases, cuts to the 
bloated bureaucracy and faster 
privatization of state enterpris- 


Prices have risen sharply in 
street markets and supermar- 
kets. The prices of many veg- 
etables have doubled, -and the 
cost of cooking oil and sugar 
has risen by about 40 percent. 
Powerful leftist-led unions, stu- 
dents and Indian groups have 
called for street protests and 
bank occupations Wednesday 
to force Mahuad to revoke the 
austerity measures. 

Many residents say the mea- 
sures are tough but necessary. 
“The measures are drastic, but 
they should have been done 
years ago. The delay due to 
weak governments has only 
made the suffering worse," said 
Maria Alvare, who sells video 
cassettes in a Quito street mar- 
ket. 

Bankers had feared the finan- 


cial system might be affected by 
the withdrawals by nervous 
account holders, but Finance 
Minister, Ana Lucia Armijos , 
said the banks had survived the 
onslaught. 

“The lineups at the banks were 
to be expected after being 
closed for five days, but events 
today showed there is confi- 
dence in The banking system," 
Armijos told reporters. 

To protect the banks, Mahuad 
announced, Thursday, that all 
dollar savings accounts and half 
of dollar checking accounts 
with more than $500 would be 
frozen tor a year. About half the 
funds in sucre accounts will be 
frozen for six months to a year. 
Congress, where Mahuad lacks 
a majority, must approve some 
of the reforms, chiefly tax 


increases and laws allowing the 
privatization or state entoprij. 
es. 

Congress was scheduled to m 
Monday afternoon to sat debat- 
ing the reforms, but the session was 
delayed until TUesday after iraiy 
legislators could not cross the banv 
cades to get to work. 

Hie economic crisis in Ecuador a 
South American nation of 12 mil- 
lion people, was set off by El 
Nino floods, which caused $26 
billion in damage and low 
world prices Tor oil, its main 
export. 

Its budget deficit swelled to dh 
1 2 billion, a huge amount in ai 
economy with a gross domestk 
product of S20 billion. 


~~~ RABIN'S FAMILY RAISES FUNDS 
IN US FOR ISRAELI RESEARCH CENTER 


NEW YORK, (AFP) — The 
widow of slain Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
launched a fundraising cam- 
paign here Monday to estab- 
lish a Tel Aviv research center 
bearing his name. She added 
that one of the centers' gar- 
dens would bear the name of 
late King Hussein. 

Accompanied by her daughter 
and granddaughter, Leah Rabin 


called on “Jewish people all 
over the world” to support the 
40 -million-dollar project for an 
Israeli studies center. 

“We feel good, very good 
about turning to the world, to 
the world leaders, to the world 
Jewry" for funds, the widow 
said. 

“Israel cannot pay," she 
added, noting that many Israeli 
research centers and cultural 


institutions receive funds from 
abroad. 

“The project is not only to 
commemorate" the slain 
leader, but also to “deal with 
the enormous trauma and cri- 
sis that his assassination 
caused," said his daughter, 
Dalia Rabin-Pelossof. 

Yitzhak Rabin was assassinat- 
ed on November 4, 1995 by an 
Israeli terrorist who hoped to 


halt the transfer of occupied 
land in the West Bank and Gaza 
to Palestinian control. 

"Eighty world leaders attend- 
ed his funeral.'’ his widow said. 
“Whatever we do, we can't 
compete with his vision, his 
charisma, his gigantism." 

But with the establishment of 
the Yitzhak Rabin Center for 
Israeli studies in Tel Aviv, she 
hopes to promote the “sense 


of partnership" and “reconcili- 
ation" that he sought to 
achieve. 

Some 25 million dollars have 
already been raised for the 
project, 10 million of them 
within Israel. 

The German government has 
pledged 5.4 million dollars and 
American Jews have con- 
tributed five million dollars, 
w.it-i, hun individuals donating 



UNTTETnATIONS (AP) — 
Next year for the first time, 
women might be able to sub- 
mit complaints to the United 
Nations on sex discrlmina- 
tion, sexual harassment and 
other violations of their rights 
under a U.N. treaty. 

.‘This Is a major success- for 
women around the world," 
Patricia Flor, who chairs the 
U.N. Commission on the 
Status of Women, said 
Monday. “They will finally be 
able to take their complaints 
and grievances to the U.N. in 
case they cannot get remedies 
within their own local judicial 
system." 

The U.N. Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Disaiminarion Against Vfomen, 
adopted by the U.N. General 
Assembly in December 1979 
aid ratified by 163 countries, 


bars abuses against women. 
Among other things, the 
treaty requires that women 
have equal rights to work, 
pay, benefits and safe working 
conditions. It also prohibits 
discrimination against women 
in political activities and 
requires a minimum age for 
marriage. 

But the treaty did not 
include complaint procedures 
so women could bring their 
grievances before the United 
Nations if they weren't 
addressed by their country. 
TVventy years later, women are 
likely to get that right. 

After four years of negotia- 
tions. the Commission on the 
Status of Women approved an 
optional protocol to the 
treaty last Friday that will 
make it possible for women, 


individually or in groups, to 
submit complaints about 
alleged violations of the 
treaty. 

It also will allow a commit- 
tee, set up under the treaty, to 
deal with complaints to 
launch its own inquiries into 
allegations that a signatory 
country has violated its provi- 
sions. 

Any recommendations by 
the committee are legally 
binding on signatories under 
international law, said Aloisia 
Woergetter of Austria, who 
chaired the working group 
that drafted the protocol. 

But she said the commit- 
tee has “no way of policing 
what they are doing," 

Because the protocol was 
adopted by consensus, Flor 
said it should definitely be 


adopted by the General 
Assembly this year. Tb come into ! 
force, it must then be ratified by 
10 countries. 

“We do hope that this 
comes into being as quickly 
as possible, certainly early 
next year,” said Angela King, 
director of the U.N. Division 
for the Advancement of 
Women. 

When the treaty was being 
negotiated 22 years ago, 
there was opposition to a 
complaints procedures. ■ But 
Woergetter said times have 
changed. 

“Everybody has understood 
that it is important to fully 
implement the convention, 
and I think there will be a lot 
of support for the protocol, 
even by the states parties that 
receive complaints " she said. 


one million each. 

The construction of the ten- 
ter is expected to start in the 
fall and its inauguration is to 
coincide with the anniversaiy 
of the late prime minister's 
assassination in 2001. 

Leah Rabin Is sdiahW b 
meet with President I® 
Clinton and the first lady «< 
Thursday. . 


THREE IRANIAN GIRLS CHARGED 
WITH DRESSING AS BOYS 



PAULA JONES 

'Divorce Unlikely' 


«UNCTON (API _ Paula 
-oram Jones and her husband 
separated, but both say 
* divorce is not likely, USA 
■May reported. 

The paper quotes Mrs. 

33 i in Tuesday’s edi- 
-.?* 38 sa ying the situation 
ra ner husband is “not any 
J e ^f nt t * lan ot her couples" 
r l,ive apart because ofdif- 
J[ ent caree r ambitions arid 
; Crests. 

w*T re ? ot going t0 get 

I M each other,” she told 
— Pgper, adding that the 


couple has been discussing a 
trial separation "for some 
time." They were married in 
1991. 

The paper said the split fol- 
lows disagreements oyeF . 
strategy in her now-settled 
sexual harassment $ulb 
against President Bill Clinton, 
how to spend the money they- , 
receiver) and where to live. 

Steve Jones, 38, will remain 
at the couplets condominium 
in Long. Beach, California, 
pursue an acting career and 


work on a book, the paper 
said. He is contesting his dis- 
missal from Northwest 
Airlines, which fired him last 
March from his job as a 
counter clerk. He told the 
paper, “people are taking this 
argument stuff out of propor- 
tion. My idea is yob don’t 
spend money untjl you know 
’ what you’re going to have." 

Mrs. Jones will live In 
Cabot, Arkansa.9, to a house 
she purchased last week, it is 
about lO;ml!es 06 kilometers) 


SOMALI RIGHTS 
GROUP URGES 
ACTION AGAINST 
'WAR CRIMINALS' 


Somali hrifoan^iJgbtSv gro rip . * 
has 'eqmtent^ 
north ?. Mogadishu % which,, 
claimed nt least lives ap8 
left pepnes i njUred .urging: fe 
prosecution^ of “war crimi- 
nals’ 1 behind the violence. 

In a statement, the Doctor 
.Ismail' Human , . Rights 
Organisation (D1HRO) called 
for action against, those 


y. 7$f r 22 people Were Rilled, 
’> then l-sehd my condolences 
; : i thfe famines of the; victims. 

‘ ijere was some exaggeration 
; about the ■ 'casualties. .since 
• 'other hands - had ajso' been 
involved in- the fighting," 
Yalahow said in a clear refer- 
ence to : his former bps§ and 
arch-rival . All ‘ Mahdi 
Mohamed. 




from Beebe, Arkansas, where 
her mother lives. 

“I wanted to get back doser 
to my family and ftiends," 
Mrs. Jones said. “In California, 

I had to be very careful about 
who I got to know, so I didn’t 
develop any dose friend- 
ships." 

• The paper said the couple's 
two sons will live with Mrs, 
Jones, who intends to accept 
a job offer to be a manicurist, 
and visit their father in the 
summer. 

Mrs. Jones and Clinton 
reached an out-of-court set- 
tlement of 5850,000 last 
November on her claim that I 
Clintoii made an Improper I 
sexual advancq to her in a 
Little Rock hotel roqm in, 
1991 ..Her share of the money 
came to .5261,000. with the 
rest going to lawyers. . 7 ' 


involved in the weekend vio- 
lence, saying, “Hie act was a 
violation of human rights and 
those responsible should be 
brought tb book and face Jus- 
tice as war criminals.** 

Medial Sources on'.lbesday 


Yalahow maintained that his 
quest for the collection of 
controversial tax would sqrve 
the "security of the people 
and combat banditry". • 
Karat^ market and related 
areas remained peaceful, but 


aajp tlytt'dW; death' toll had. / battjewagons that- had /been 
f ; ;uspd Injcht.weejtfnd fighting 


llll 


iSiwi 














